
million.  Partners in the program include the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Costa del Mar 
Sunglasses, and the Fish America Foundation. 
              The goal of EAS 
is to conserve coldwater 
fisheries through innova-
tive grassroots conserva-

(Continued on page 2) 

A s Trout Unlimited celebrates its 50th anni-
versary, we also celebrate what TU has been 

able to give back to Idaho’s local watersheds.  
Through Embrace-A-Stream (EAS) grants, al-
most every chapter around the state has received 
EAS funds to restore local watersheds and build 
stronger chapters. 
              EAS is the flagship grant program for 
funding Trout Unlimited's grassroots conserva-
tion efforts that advance TU's mission of pro-
tecting, restoring, reconnecting, and sustaining 
coldwater fisheries and their watersheds.  Over-
seen by a committee of TU volunteers and ad-
ministered by its national office, Trout Unlimited 
annually raises money from its members, corpo-
rate and agency partners, and foundations to dis-
tribute as small grants to local TU projects.  Since 
its inception in 1975, EAS has funded 913 indi-
vidual projects for a total of more than $3.6 mil-
lion in direct cash grants.  Local TU chapters and 
councils contributed an additional $7 million in 
cash and in-kind services to EAS funded projects 
for a total program investment of around $10 

Embrace-A-Stream Grants Work for Idaho Watersheds 
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Idaho TroutIdaho TroutIdaho Trout   
Trout Unlimited Celebrates 50 Years of Conservation Successes  

T hroughout 2009, Trout Unlimited (TU) is celebrating its 
50th anniversary as the nation’s largest and oldest coldwater 

conservation organization in America. 
               Started in 1959 by 16 fishermen in Michigan who 
wanted to protect their local river, TU has grown to 140,000 
members in 400 local chapters throughout the country.  TU has 
been instrumental in restoring more than 10,000 miles of rivers 
and streams around the country and has been a force in protect-
ing habitat for trout and salmon from Alaska to Maine. 
               TU has mobilized the sporting community to protect 
some of America's last best places to hunt and fish and works at 

the state and federal levels to achieve protections for trout and salmon. A full list of TU’s 
achievements in the last 50 years can be found at www.tu50.org. 
              Trout Unlimited will host a number of events to mark its 50th anniversary, includ-
ing a celebration in August at its annual meeting in Traverse City, Michigan, located near the 
Au Sable River where TU was founded.  TU’s quarterly magazine, Trout, will publish a spe-
cial 50th anniversary issue in June. TU’s weekly television program, On the Rise, which airs 
on the Outdoor Channel, will focus on key conservation efforts during 2009. 
              “As TU celebrates its 50 years of conservation, we must bear in mind that it is TU 
volunteers who have made the organization what it is today,” said Bryan Moore, Vice Presi-

(Continued on page 3) 
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Snake River Cutthroat  Volunteers  
revegetate a portion of Rainey Creek 
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THE MISSION OF IDAHO TROUT UNLIMITED is to conserve, protect and enhance the watersheds and cold water fisheries of the state of Idaho. 



Carmen Northen 
Idaho State Council Chair 

              Spring is here, and it’s 
time to go fishing.  I remember a 
bumper sticker that said, “When 
the going gets tough, the tough 
go shopping.”  Shopping isn’t a 
bad idea, especially if you shop 
locally.  Instead of turning on the 
news and hearing which big cor-
poration is asking for a federal 
bailout, grab your fly rod and 
check out the hatches on your 
local stream.  Take a kid with 
you, if you don’t have your own 
kids, borrow one.   
              The economy is look-
ing dismal, and maybe we don’t 
have as much money to give to 
our favorite charities this year, 
but we can still help others and 
better our communities.  Get 
involved!  Visit your local senior 
center, help your elderly 
neighbor plant a garden, teach a 
young person how to fly fish or 
tie flies.  And if you want to 
make a lifetime difference locally 

for your favorite fishing spot, 
call your local TU leaders or 
staff – we are always looking 
for volunteers to help restore 
nearby streams.  Or better yet, 
work with TU to organize a 
cleanup on your favorite river 
as part of TU’s National River 
Clean-up Day on June 13, 
2009.  Call one of the presi-
dents or TU staff to get help. 

              I think as you read 
this spring’s ITU newsletter, 
you will hear some good news 
from around the state.  Local 
chapters are getting involved in 
their communities by educating 
the public, teaching kids to 
fish, and coordinating Trout in 
the Classroom.  TU is partner-
ing with other conservation 
groups, agencies, Boy Scout 
troops, community groups, and 
churches to protect, reconnect, 
restore and sustain habitat for 
trout and salmon throughout 
the state.  Pam Elkovich, a TU 
national staffer in Boise, organ-
ized a group of people from 
the Vineyard Church in Boise 
to plant willows.  They are 
tending the garden, but I’ll let 
Pam tell you about it and let 
you read what Idaho Trout 
Unlimited is all about. ■ 

 — Carmen Northen 
 

President’s Message 
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TU Partners with 

like-minded groups to 

protect, reconnect, 

restore and sustain 

habitat for trout and 

salmon throughout 

the state. 

Embrace-A-Stream (cont’d) 
(Continued from page 1) 
tion projects.  Successful projects are based on sound science, 
benefit the resource, strengthen the local TU chapter and council, 
and help build the constituency for protecting trout and salmon. 
TU volunteers are actively involved in project work and are ex-
pected to provide matching funds. 
              This newsletter highlights some of the success stories 
for EAS projects around the state.  Two years ago, the Teton Val-
ley TU chapter received an EAS grant, which through a partner-
ship with a local land trust, revived the struggling chapter.  The 
TVTU chapter now has a dedicated board and an active volunteer 
base.  The Snake River Cutthroats continue to support the great 
work of Matt Woodard on the South Fork, generating thousands 
of volunteer hours every year to benefit Yellowstone cutthroat 
trout.  Similarly, the Southeast Idaho Fly Fishers, based in Poca-
tello, are working with state and federal agencies to leverage thou-
sands of dollars for restoration and fencing on the Portneuf 
River, and to support TU’s science, the Ted Trueblood Chapter 
received funding to study trout genetics on the Boise River.  This spring, the Snake River Cutthroats were awarded a $10,000 EAS grant 
that will help restore Crow Creek, a tributary to the South Fork of the Snake River.  The Teton Valley TU chapter also received a $10,000 
EAS grant to restore Fox Creek, tributary to the Teton River. 
              While TU celebrates 50 years of great work, we will all benefit from the long-term vision of our local members and volunteers.  
Thank you for your hard work! ■ 

 — Kim Trotter 

SEIFF Fencing Project on the Portneuf River 

 



(Continued from page 1) 
dent for Volunteer Operations and Watersheds.  “TU mem-
bers are the backbone that keeps the organization growing 
and moving forward in everything from on-the-ground res-
toration of rivers and streams to involving young people in 
conservation.  The 50th anniversary celebration is really a 
celebration of our 140,000 members around the country.”  
As such, all members are invited and encouraged to join the 
celebration in August. 
 
Visit www.tu50.org for event details. ■ 

 — Erin Mooney 

50th Anniversary (cont’d) 
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George Griffith and friends floating in an Au 
 Sable River boat on the Au Sable River 

Early TU members meet at 
George Griffith’s house 

L ocated in Southeast Idaho, the Portneuf River Basin originates on the Fort Hall 
Indian Reservation, flows south to Chesterfield Reservoir and Lava Hot Springs, 

then turns west for approximately 10 miles before flowing north approximately 40 
miles through Pocatello to its confluence with Snake River/American Falls Reservoir.  
The Portneuf River suffers through its entire length from degraded water quality, loss 
of instream flows, channelization, and damaged fish and wildlife habitat.  
              In the mid-Twentieth Century, the Portneuf River was praised as one of 
Idaho’s blue ribbon trout streams.  Yellowstone cutthroat trout are native to the Port-
neuf River, and introduced brown and rainbow trout have thrived in the watershed.  
By the mid-1980s, cumulative effects of agricultural practices changed the Portneuf 
River substrate from cobble-gravel to mainly fine sediment.  The deterioration in the 
trout fishery soon followed.  Over the past 20 years, however, restoration of the upper 
Portneuf River by anglers and the Idaho Department of Fish and Game has dramati-
cally improved the water quality, stream banks, and riparian health by fencing the ri-
parian corridor. 
              In 2008, the local TU chapter, the Southeast Idaho Fly Fishers, was awarded 
a $10,000 TU Embrace-A-Stream grant and a $20,000 S.319 grant from Idaho Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality to fence the Holbrook property.  The Holbrook sec-
tion lies within a five-mile river reach that Idaho Department of Fish and Game ac-
tively manages for native Yellowstone cutthroat trout.  SEIFF organized volunteers 
and, in conjunction with the Idaho Department of Fish and Game, provided material 

for riparian corridor fence construction 
and maintenance. 
              During this past spring and fall, 
volunteers gave up their Saturdays to 
haul, assemble, stage, and erect cross 
buck fences along the Portneuf River on 
the Holbrook property above Lava Hot 
Springs as well as rip out old wire fenc-
ing.  This dedicated effort resulted in 
hundreds of yards of new fencing that 
restricts cattle from entering the river 
thus protecting the fishery habitat. ■ 

 — Bud Smalley 

SEIFF — Portneuf River - Embrace-A-Stream Fencing Project 

 
 

SEIFF Fencing Project on the Portneuf River 



Reed Gillespie — Casting with Kids 

I n May, the Reed Gillespie Chapter was 
invited into a fifth grade classroom in Cas-

cade, Idaho.  Teacher Melanie Munson re-
quested that the chapter talk with students 
about coldwater ecology concepts, and intro-
duce the students to fly tying and casting as a 
fun and practical addendum to her science 
curriculum.  Trout Unlimited volunteers dis-
cussed concepts of fresh water ecology, what 
constitutes quality fish habitat, and the role 
macro invertebrates play in the food web, as 
fish food and as an important role in the 
health of local watersheds. 
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TU volunteer Rob Bryant demon-
strates fly-tying techniques to a 

Cascade elementary student. 

              Each student had the opportunity to 
tie flies and try their hand at casting their 
flies.  Thanks to generous donations from 
Cabelas and the Idaho Department of Fish 
and Game, the chapter was armed with fly 
tying materials, vices and rods to demonstrate 
fly tying techniques and casting methods.  For 
the afternoon session, volunteers met stu-
dents at a local pond to try out their flies and 
fly casting skills.  Several students caught the 
fishing bug; it was a tremendous opportunity 
for members to share their passion for fly 
fishing and tying, and provide a fun introduc-
tion to coldwater conservation. ■ 

 — Karen Ketchum 

N orthwest regional anglers have long held the 
highest regard for the South Fork Boise 

River’s blue ribbon trout fishery.  Revered primarily 
for its hard-fighting, selective redband rainbows, 
local fly fishers often speak in hushed tones lest 
they reveal information that might draw more an-
glers to its already crowded banks. 

               Despite historic top quality fishing a mere 
75 miles from Boise, recent surveys by the Idaho 
Department of Fish and Game have confirmed an-
ecdotal angler concerns that the South Fork Boise 
(SFB) fishery appears in decline.  The electro-
fishing results in 2005 and 2007 demonstrate a no-
ticeable decline of both total redband numbers and 
as well as depressed age classes.  Yet the same sur-
vey points to a disproportionately high number of 
larger (> 400mm) fish within the population sam-
ple. 
               For Southwest Idaho’s top fishery these 
confounding results cause much chin stroking and 
contemplation among the angler enthusiasts.  “Are 
these larger redbands a result of the Mormon 
cricket invasion of the South Fork Canyon earlier 
this decade?” asks TU member Jeff Barney.  “The 
pulse of protein when the crickets covered the 

stream could have contributed to these unprece-
dented numbers of really large fish.” 
              If the South Fork’s redbands are in trouble, 
what does this, likewise, portend for its local bull 
trout and mountain whitefish populations?  Ted 
Trueblood Chapter members as well as colleagues 
from the Boise Valley Fly Fishermen subsequently 
requested a meeting with the agencies to discuss po-
tential habitat improvement projects in the SFB such 
as spawning gravel augmentation.  Along with IDFG, 
the Boise National Forest and the Bureau of Recla-
mation came for an afternoon of presentations and 
discussion. 
              “With help from the agency professionals 
the group reached consensus there would be little 
value in immediately pursuing habitat improvement 
projects prior to understanding potential source 
populations for the target fishery in the South Fork,” 
said TU member Andy Brunelle.  “Instead, we 
learned how gathering genetic information on red-
band trout would provide a foundation by which a 
conservation strategy for the South Fork fishery 
could be developed.” 
              Following the general meeting Brunelle and 
Trueblood board members Richard Prange, Jeff 
Barney and Chris Jones, TU staff biologist Dr. Helen 
Neville, and Boise National Forest fisheries biologist 
Mike Kellett pursued a TU Embrace-A-Stream 
money for a genetic study of SFB redbands. 
              The $6,000 EAS grant was awarded in 2008 
and helps finance a genetic study of the South Fork 
Boise fishery, as well as tributary native redband 
populations gathered by Forest Service electro-
fishing crews. 
              The centerpiece effort of this conservation 
research was a July 12, 2008 South Fork Boise River 

(Continued on page 9) 

Ted Trueblood — Entering the Enigma of the South Fork Boise River 
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tem as well as the community of Swan Valley and the surrounding 
area.  Not only will fish benefit from this project, but numerous 
other species will benefit as well.  A nesting pair of trumpeter 
swans is using the new channel that was created on the McGrath 
property as well as numerous other waterfowl, and sand hill cranes 
are using the new stream area as well.  We have already seen signs 
of improved bank conditions, fish moving in the system, and im-
proved overhead cover in places.  Project Partners include the Na-
tional Fish and Wildlife Foundation, Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Idaho Department of 
Fish and Game, U.S. Forest Service, Eastern Idaho RAC, Bureau 
of Reclamation, Caribou-Targhee National Forest, Jackson Hole 
One Fly Foundation, Idaho Fish and Wildlife Foundation, Trout 
and Salmon Foundation, Marine Ventures Foundation, Snake River 
Cutthroats, Idaho Department of Environmental Quality, East Side 
Soil and Water Conservation District, Trout Unlimited, and Rainey 
Creek private land owners. ■ 

 — Art Svejda 

T he Rainey Creek Embrace-A-Stream (EAS) project seeks to 
restore connectivity of the creek with its main stem, the 

South Fork of the Snake River.  Rainey Creek historically was one 
of the four big spawning and rearing tributaries of the South Fork, 
but due to years of abuse, it has declined.  This project will seek to 
restore Rainey Creek to its former glory by reestablishing the flu-
vial run of spawning Yellowstone cutthroat trout (YCT) back in 
Rainey Creek.  There are nine different diversion points along 
Rainey Creek that will need to be fixed on approximately nine 
miles of degraded stream.  Modern up-to-date diversions will re-
place outdated old structures.  We will be modifying all irrigation 
diversions for fish passage and screen all out going ditches.  These 
modifications will further aid the landowner in ease of irrigation 
efficiency.  Increased irrigation efficiency by piping or lining 
ditches will also benefit the land owners, and long term we will be 
looking to use that conserved water to improve in stream flows.  A 
healthy riparian corridor will be reestablished to benefit the ecosys-

Snake River Cutthroats — Restoring YCT Stream with EAS Grant 
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Teton Valley — Removing Barbed Wire from the Banks of the Teton River 

D ark skies greeted our eager bunch as we set out that cold November morning.  Our mission was to 
remove old barbed-wire fencing from a popular section of the Teton River near Driggs.  We assem-

bled at the Bates bridge boat launch, seven drift boats and a dozen volunteers.  I have used my drift boat 
for all sorts of things besides fishing before, but I really was wondering what we might be in for that day. 
              This project was the second year in a row that we partnered with the Teton Regional Land Trust 
to help our chapters river of responsibility, the Teton.  A slow and meandering gem of a western river, the 

Teton for many years had been a stronghold for Yellowstone cutthroat 
trout in Idaho.  A combination of factors including over-grazing, disease, 
and de-watered spawning habitat, has led to a dramatic decline in the 
cutthroat population over the last 10 years.  So each time I float the Te-
ton, a subtle sense of urgency remains with me. 
              On a recent float to tour the project, our chapter Treasurer, 
Quincy, the point person on the project, as well as Renee and Wray from 
the Land Trust came upon a cow moose and two calves crossing the river.  It just happened to be along 
a stretch where old decaying barbed-wire fence lined the east bank.  Sure enough, all three animals be-
came entangled and struggled to free themselves before finally managing to make it past.  What a great 
example of the hazards this old fencing might pose. 
              As we arrived at the first spot to begin the project, I soon found myself knee deep in mud 
wrestling with old barbed wire.  This section of fence had fallen into the river but remained intact for 
about 20 yards.  Three of us were able to get it all out of the river, and in two-person teams we managed 

to wrap up the old wire and load it into the boats along with old rotting fence posts.  The feeling of accomplishment that possessed me 
after that first few hours remained with me all day long.  This was a project where you could see (and feel, 
ouch!) the difference we were making. 
              We stopped mid-day to unload and eat lunch.  Quincy cooked up a big pot of chili that really hit 
the spot.  We filled the dump truck with the spoils of our labor, and Patrick headed off with the first load.  
We shoved off in a little flotilla, wrestling fence from spot to spot all afternoon. 
              When we finished filling the dump truck a second time, we marveled at the pile of old barbed-
wire fence.  All in all, we took out 4600 lbs of fence that day, and we got rid of the long section the moose 
struggled to pass through weeks earlier.  A few pair of tattered gloves and some leaky waders remained as 
casualties from the battle against some of the old fence that “tamed the wild west”.  I could not help but 
feel like we had left a small section of our treasured river a little better off than before.  
              The TVTU Chapter is planning to remove the old fencing around Rainbow Bend near the Nick-
erson Bridge next year. ■ 

 — Kasey Collins 

Bill Pew loads dilapidated  
fencing into his drift boat with 

the help of TRLT’s Renee Hiebert 

Volunteers load up old  
fencing that littered the  
banks of the Teton River 

Good work gloves paid off 
 as volunteers rolled up  
and removed old barbed  

wire from the river banks 



to fish along that stretch the next 
couple of years and watch the pro-
gress of the young willows as they 
grow. 
              Thank you fellow Heming-
way TU members, Ed Northen, Bob 
Law (for his great photographs), 
Terry Ring (for taking out time from 
his busy schedule at Silver Creek Out-
fitters), Richard Carr, Woody Fried-
lander, Dave Spaulding, Mike 
Fishman, Dean Hovencamp, Steve 
Rosenlund, Maya and Al Meerkes, 
John Finnell, Carl Evensen, Ed Mur-
phy, Tome Acomb, Mark Milkovich, 
Kathy Levison and Richard Kahn. 
              Many thanks to Cindy and 
her daughter for a fabulous lunch and 
to Jim Gregory, Ned Corcoran, Lee 
Reynaud for their expertise in organizing us for the planting.  We 
also had the help of a young future TU member, Jim’s son. 
              Thanks also to Kim Trotter for her work on restoration 
of the Big Lost.  The Copper Basin area is a wild and beautiful 
area that deserves to be protected.  I am positive Kim will have 
more projects for us in the future and I hope that others who 
enjoy fishing the upper Lost will join us for habitat restoration 

projects in the coming 
years. ■ 

 — Carmen Northen 
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Hemingway — Willow Planting on the East Fork of the Big Lost River 

O n a chilly October morning, seventeen TU volunteers 
from the Hemingway Chapter arrived at the Copper Basin 

Guard station to plant 750 willows along a stretch of the Big 
Lost just upstream of the Burma Road bridge.  After receiving 
instruction from Jim Gregory and his crew from Intermountain 

Aquatics, the vol-
unteers pulled the 
willows from the 
5 gallon buckets 
and tapped them 
into the holes that 
had been dug the 
day before.  Work 
started at 10:00 
am - Jim split the 
workers into two 
groups which 
were at opposite 
ends of the plant-

ing site on the river.  Gradually, the two parties made their way 
along the creek, meeting somewhere in the middle for the final 
willow to be placed in a hole “the golden spike”.  The planting 
was completed by 12:45 pm. 
               We were all treated to an awesome BBQ lunch, grilled 
chicken, shrimp and pork shish-k-bobs, baked potatoes, home-

made rolls, salad, and cook-
ies.  Wow, a wonder-
ful feast prepared by 
Cindy Gregory, in-
cluding the cinnamon 
rolls she had baked for 
us to start our morn-
ing with.  That made 
getting muddy worth 
it.  I didn’t think we 
could plant 750 wil-
lows in 2 hours and 45 
minutes!  And the site 
looked great, it will be fun 

Teton Valley — TVTU Receives Second EAS Grant 

F ox Creek is one of three remaining Yellowstone cutthroat 
trout spawning tributaries in the upper Teton River.  Project 

partners propose to build upon previous restoration by restoring 
a heavily degraded portion of Fox Creek to reduce sedimentation 
and improve cover for spawning Yellowstone cutthroat trout.  
Key partners with Teton Valley Trout Unlimited (TVTU) include 
the Huntsman Family, Jackson Hole One Fly Foundation, National 
Fish and Wildlife Foundation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
Teton Regional Land Trust.  Partners who previously worked on 
restoring reaches of Fox Creek on the Huntsman property include 
Friends of the Teton River, Idaho Department of Fish and Game, 
Ducks Unlimited and Natural Resources Conservation Service.  

              The Fox Creek Restoration Project is a habitat im-
provement project on private land in Teton Valley, Idaho, that 
will restore and enhance 1,900 linear feet of Fox Creek.  The 
overall goal will improve habitat in Fox Creek for the struggling 
Yellowstone cutthroat trout population.  The conservation goal 
will complete riparian and bank restoration along the Fox Creek 
corridor that will benefit habitat structure and thermal cover and 
maintain optimal in-stream temperatures.  Additionally, TVTU 
will continue to strengthen its chapter and raise its profile by re-
cruiting volunteers, members, and board leadership. ■ 

 — Bonnie Self 

Hemingway Chapter Volunteers 

Passing the value of habitat  
restoration to the next generation 

 

 

East Fork of the Big Lost 

 

  

Planting the willows 
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T he Reed Gillespie Chapter, with 
the help of an Embrace-A-

Stream grant and strong partnerships 
with the Department of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ), Idaho Department of 
Fish and Game (IDFG), the Adams 
County Soil and Water Conservation 
District, and a private landowner in the 
Council area, was able to take part in a 
habitat restoration project to benefit 
redband trout.  In early October, vol-
unteers spent a weekend on the OX 
Ranch weaving willows along and into 
the banks of Lick Creek, a tributary to 
the Wildhorse River.  Over 1000 feet 
of sloughing and eroding banks were 
planted and stabilized using local wil-

low stock.  Regeneration of this particu-
lar stretch of Lick Creek will benefit the 
drainage and its redband trout popula-
tion through decreased stream tempera-
ture and decreased sediment delivery 
from eroding banks, which will improve 
spawning, rearing, and over wintering 
habitat.  The project, in combination 
with other efforts by the OX Ranch such 
as off-site watering and cattle exclosures, 
will benefit overall water quality of the 
drainage.  The Lick Creek partnership is 
an excellent example of how day-to-day 
ranch management can integrate with 
coldwater conservation strategies. ■ 

 — Karen Ketchum 

Reed Gillespie — Lick Creek Restoration 

Magic Valley Fly Fishers — Awards Presented to IDFG and U of I 

I n December 2008 the secretary for the Magic Valley Fly 
Fishers, Ben Collins, presented the first ever Reul 

Stayner awards to three individuals who played a sig-
nificant role in establishing a thriving population of 
Henry’s Lake hybrid trout in Salmon Falls Creek reser-
voir (Reul Stayner was a fly fishing icon from Twin 
Falls and created the Stayner Ducktail fly).  The awards 
went to Doug McGargle, Regional Fisheries Bioligist 
for IDFG;  Dr. Ron Hardy, Director of the U of I 
Hagerman Fish Culture Station; and, Joe Chapman, 
Hagerman Fish Hatchery Manager for IDFG.  Doug 
laid the groundwork for procuring and transporting the 
sperm and eggs;  Dr. Hardy provided the hatchery and staff 
to hatch and rear the fry to fingerling size; and Joe and his 
staff saw to it the young trout were loaded, transported, and 
planted in the reservoir.  For their part, the Magic Valley Fly 
Fishers helped with the transportation of the sperm and eggs 
and donated funding to feed the trout.  The project was an 
outstanding example of interagency, academic, and a local fly 
fishing club cooperation. 
               The Henry’s Lake hybrid is a cross using wild cut-
throat trout eggs from Henry’s Lake and hatchery raised male 
rainbow trout from Hayspur hatchery near Silver Creek.  The 
first step in producing the hybrids was the gathering and 
transportation of rainbow sperm to the Henry’s Lake hatch-
ery early in the spring where it was used to fertilize the cut-
throat eggs.  Once the eggs were “eyed-up” they were trans-
ported back to the University of Idaho’s Research Station 
hatchery near Hagerman for rearing.  The first class of 38,000 

fingerlings (3 to 5 inches) were planted in Salmon Falls Creek Res-
ervoir the fall of 2006; the second class in the fall of 2007; and an-
other 80,000 in the fall of 2008.  The initial class is now showing 
up in the fisherman’s creel as a fighting 16- to 18-inch hybrid trout. 
The second year fingerlings are also now showing up as 13- to 15-
inch hybrids.  The significance of this project is two-fold: (1) the 
“half-wild” hybrid fingerlings are much more wary of predatory 
fish (such as the  walleye in the reservoir); and, (2) raising and 
planting fingerlings is significantly cheaper than raising 6- to 9-inch 
catchable trout that can better evade predatory fish.  The success of 
this cooperative project raises the possibility of expanding the pro-
gram at Salmon Falls Creek Reservoir and other waters within the 
State. ■ 

 — Ben Collins 

L to R: Ben Collins, MVFF; Doug McGargle, 
IDFG; Dr. Ron Hardy, Hagerman Fish Culture 

Research Station; Joe Chapman, IDFG 

  
DEQ and TU 
Volunteers 
Leslie Free-
man and Dale 
Olson plant 
willows on 
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lows in Lick 

Creek 

 



T he Hemingway Chapter hosted the Hailey Woodside Ele-
mentary 5th Grade Graduation Picnic and Fishing Day at 

Hayspur Fish Hatchery (located near Silver Creek) in May, 2008.  
Terry Ring, owner of 
Silver Creek Outfitters, 
supplied the fishing 
tackle.  Most of the chil-
dren were spin fishing 
with worms, but some 
wanted to try fly fishing.  
The fish were fairly co-
operative on the day so 
a fun time was had by 
all!  One girl named 
Rory requested fly fish-

ing, she fishes with her dad and I took her out on the pond.  We 
had some local guides from Silver Creek and the rest of the volun-
teers were TU members.  
              We had a band that played bluegrass and the last song was 
the "Hokey Pokey".  All the kids and most of the guides and volun-

Hemingway — Kid’s Fishing Days at Hayspur Fish Hatchery 
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teers danced the "Hokey Pokey".  It was a blast, the kids and 
teachers were very appreciative of the outing.  
              The kids sent us thank you cards, which were hand 
drawn with "fish art." It was so fun to receive them.  When I am 
teaching children to fish, even at a hatchery and using bait, I still 
explain to them about how fish live and the importance of pre-
serving their habitat.  For those fly fishing, I show them how to 
release fish without harming them and explain about the insects.  
We do get a few hatches of Calibaetis at the pond and it's fun for 
the kids to observe the different bugs.  
              We also hosted a number of other fishing days last sum-
mer with the YMCA and one through Sun Valley Adaptive Sports.  
Another Hayspur fishing day is scheduled in May for the 2009 
graduating class from Woodside Elementary in addition to June 
fishing days with kids from the "Y".  Thanks to Bob Knoebel, one 
of our board members, for organizing these events with the local 
schools and the YMCA. ■ 

 — Carmen Northen 

Hailey Woodside Elementary 5th Grade Graduation Picnic and Fishing Day 

Pin Swap 

T here is a long-honored tradition at each Olympic 
Games where athletes and spectators bring pins 

from their respective countries to sell/trade.  As Trout 
Unlimited approaches its 50th Anniversary Celebration, 
several members have expressed an interest in doing the 
same thing.  Therefore, TU proposes a 50th Anniversary 
Pin Swap, where participating state councils and chap-
ters can design, produce and distribute their own pins at 
the upcoming Celebration in Traverse City, MI.  TU 
hopes every state council and chapter will participate – 
the more pins available, the more exciting pin collecting 
experience!  It'll be a fun, family oriented experience; 
just imagine seeing TU members and children walking 
around with their fishing vests on, meeting new friends 
and collecting pins from each other.  See www.tu50.org 
for guidelines. ■ 

A  web-based bulletin board has been created especially for chapters to 
share their 50th Anniversary fundraising ideas with other councils and 

chapters across the country.  Visit www.tu50.org and click on the “Join the 
Celebration/For Chapters By Chapters” tab to post your ideas and view ideas 
shared by others. ■ 

For Chapters By Chapters 

TU 50th Anniversary — Join the Celebration 

Kid’s Fishing Day 
Hayspur Fish Hatchery 

 

D on’t forget to gear up to celebrate this landmark year for TU, and what 
better way to prepare for the celebration than by wearing a TU 50th 

Collection hat, or a coffee mug or tote bag — among many other options.  
The 50th Collection features many products, designs and styles all custom 
made with the 50th special edition logo.  Spread the word about 50 years of 
conservation while helping to support TU’s conservation efforts.  See www.
co-store.com/tustore for products and details. ■ 

Buy TU Gear 
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T rout Unlimited has undertaken the onerous 
task of restoring the Mores Creek Watershed.  

Mores Creek is 
the single tribu-
tary stream that 
is accessible to 
fish entrained 
in Lucky Peak 
Reservoir on 
the Boise River.  
Legacy mining 
around Idaho 
City has left 
habitat in poor 
condition for 
over 100 years.  
With the close 
proximity to a 
large popula-

tion base, the volunteer pool is both 
wide and deep.  Numerous schools and 
two universities have used the restora-
tion sites as “outdoor classrooms” with 
over 750 students taking part in the pro-
jects to date. 
               New floodplain creation re-
quires extensive riparian plantings, and 
Trout Unlimited has been honored to 
host two Christian Vineyards Church 
annual meeting field days.  The Chris-
tian Vineyards local church has partici-
pated in four events on Mores Creek, 
making them a strong partner over the 
last two years.  The congregation has 
incorporated caring for the earth as a 
part of their mission for the “Tend the 
Garden” program. ■ 

 — Pam Elkovich 

TU takes Christian Vineyards  
and Sierra Club volunteers  

fishing on the Boise River 

(Continued from page 4) 
fishing outing to collect tissue samples for genetic 
analysis based on hook & line methods.  Volunteers 
from TU, Boise Valley Fly Fishermen and Magic 
Valley Fly Fishers contributed their angling skills or 
boats use in the name of science!  Some 200 trout 
were sampled between this effort and a Fish and 
Game sampling of the roadless South Fork Boise 
River canyon. 
               The genetic study will help us understand 
the origins of the fish that make up the South Fork 
fishery.  The non-lethal tissue samples are being 
compared to an existing library of genetic profiles 
for wild rainbow trout populations throughout the 
headwaters of the North, Middle and South Fork of 
the Boise River.  Results are expected in spring 
2009. 
               Genetic research of SFB redbands likewise 
fits hand and glove with current Boise River basin 
efforts of TU staff biologist Helen Neville.  “Dr. 
Neville has sampled and analyzed over fifty popula-
tions of redbands across the drainage,” said Richard 
Prange.  “If, as we suspect, the SFB redbands spend 
part of their life history in other rivers such as the 
North and Middle Fork Boise Rivers, then we gain 
more information toward redband recovery.  The 
value of this information cannot be over stated.” 
               The project also serves as an example of 
TU collaboration where funding from the national 

TU EAS grant has been matched with local funds 
raised by the Trueblood Chapter (including a re-
cent showing of the movie “Drift”) plus financial 
contributions by TU’s Magic Valley Fly Fishers 
Chapter.  Plus the volunteer involvement, including 
the tireless efforts of Mike Toalson, is comple-
mented by the professional contributions from 
TU’s Helen Neville. 
              Issues affecting connectivity, water qual-
ity, spawning and rearing habitats are all paramount 
to SFB redband population survival.  Key compo-
nents of redband life history and ecology will be 
better understood through genetic research.  Then, 
and only then, can we help biologists address miss-
ing or limiting components of our precious fishery.  
              Trueblood Chapter Vice President Chris 
Jones points out that our EAS-funded study may 
reveal that a significant portion of SFB redbands 
migrate from the Middle Fork and North Fork 
Boise River drainages.  “If so, there could be rami-
fications this information would have on the pro-
posed Atlanta Gold Mine, the long dormant but 
never dead Twin Springs Dam proposal, as well as 
protection of Forest Service roadless lands across 
the headwaters of the Boise River watersheds.” ■ 

 — Andy Brunelle 

South Fork Boise River (cont’d) 

“There could be 

ramifications this 

information would 

have on the 

proposed Atlanta 

Gold Mine...” said 

Chris Jones 

Christian Vineyards Ladies  
planting with TU on  

Mores Creek, Sept 2008  

 

 

Partnering with the Boise Vineyard Christian Fellowship Church 
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Big Lost River — TU Helps Fish Find a Way Around Diversions 

T hanks to Trout Unlimited (TU) and its partners, fish are 
moving again on the Big Lost River.  

               During the fall of 2007 and 2008, Trout Unlimited part-
nered with the Natural Resources Conservation Service, the Bu-
reau of Land Management, and the Big Lost River Irrigation Dis-
trict on several projects to construct fish passage structures on 
the Darlington, Blaine, and Swauger Diversions.  A key objective 
is to maintain a “metapopulation” of mountain whitefish below 
Mackay Dam, with improved connectivity of habitat to allow fish 
of all ages to move in the Big Lost River between Mackay Dam 
and the Moore Diversion. 
               The Darlington and Swauger Diversions, located on 
private lands, and the Blaine Diversion, which is located on Bu-
reau of Land Management (BLM) lands, historically prevented 
upstream movement of whitefish at all flows.  This is particularly 
a problem during severe drought years, when river flow is some-
times terminated at the Blaine Diversion.  And in most years, 
water levels downstream from the Blaine Diversion drop to the 
point at which whitefish try to leave the area.  In other river sec-
tions, we have observed that whitefish move upstream as dis-
charge drops, to avoid being left high and dry.  
               A partnership of diverse stakeholders, including non-
governmental organizations, agencies, and local irrigators, par-
ticipated in making these projects a success.  TU provided pro-
ject management, the Bureau of Reclamation provided the de-
sign, the Big Lost Irrigation District provided equipment and 
personnel to install the fish passage facility, and the Bureau of 
Land Management and the Natural Resource Conservation Ser-
vice completed the environmental impact analysis and provided 
funding.  Bob Shaffer (Water District #34 Watermaster) and Jim 
Rindfleisch (Big Lost River Irrigation District Supervisor) pro-
vided valuable information and suggestions on design and con-
struction.  These projects are good examples of how stake-
holders representing several different interests can work together 
to benefit the environment.  It also provides an example of the 
cooperation occurring in the Big Lost River drainage aimed at 
recovery of Big Lost River mountain whitefish. 

              The fish passage facilities at the Darlington and Blaine 
Diversions were constructed by building a wall of “ecology 
blocks” approximately 20 feet from the north bank and effec-
tively confining water passing over the north side of the diver-
sions.  This area was then filled with boulders, cobble, and gravel 
to produce a ramp with a slope of approximately 10 percent.  
Fish passage was provided at the Swauger Diversion by bolting 
an aluminum Denil-type fish ladder to the existing concrete 
wing-wall. 
              Whitefish and trout will be able to use these passage 
facilities to migrate past the diversions to reach spawning and 
rearing habitat.  At the Blaine Diversion, Big Lost River Irriga-
tion District personnel observed whitefish using the newly in-
stalled fish ladder the day following completion of the passage 
facility.  
              There is currently only one diversion remaining that 
prevents uninterrupted passage of fish between the Moore Di-
version and Mackay Dam.  A bypass facility is scheduled to be 
installed on that diversion during 2010. ■ 

 — Jim Gregory 

Darlington Diversion before / after installation 
of Darlington Fish Ladder (Fall 2007) 

Blaine Diversion before / after installation 
of Blaine Fish Ladder (Fall 2008) 

Swauger Diversion before / after installation 
of Swauger Fish Ladder (Fall 2008) 



T he East Fork of the Big Lost River is currently on the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality’s 
(DEQ) list of impaired waters because of excessive temperature and sediment.  This listing is ultimately 

the result of past human activity such as excessive cattle grazing and perhaps even chemical eradication of 
willows.  Recent reductions in grazing pressure and improved grazing management have enhanced the grass 
in the riparian area.  However, the resulting sod, in conjunction with the spring creek nature of the upper 
East Fork, has prevented re-establishment of much of the beneficial willow stands, which help shade and 
cool the water. 
              In 2007, DEQ awarded TU’s Idaho Water Project a grant to restore portions of the East Fork of 
the Big Lost River to reduce excessive summer water temperatures and sediment loading.  That same year, 
TU contracted with a riparian vegetation expert to evaluate conditions on the East Fork and recommend 
plants, locations, and planting methods and timing. 
              That plan was implemented and willow cuttings were collected in the early spring of 2008.  Then in 
October, 17 dedicated volunteers from TU’s Hemingway Chapter in Ketchum gathered and transplanted 
over 750 potted plants to the riverbank.  Going forward, TU plans to work with a landowner and the U.S. 
Forest Service to exclude cattle from this newly planted area using a temporary electric fence.  For the next 
three years, TU will maintain the fence and monitor the health of the willow plantings.  The resulting vegeta-
tion should shade the stream, protect the banks, and provide a seed source for natural regeneration of addi-
tional willows in the future.  Combined with barrier removal and flow enhancements on the Big Lost, this 
habitat restoration will continue to improve the Big Lost mountain whitefish and recreational fishery. ■ 

 — Kim Trotter 
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Restoration Continues on the Upper Big Lost River  
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East Fork of the Big Lost 
with eroding banks and 

lack of vegetation 

Cutting willows 

high-quality private lands and maintaining their habitat assets for 
the benefit of fish and wildlife.  Again, habitat equals opportunity.  
              So, in an effort to have our name match what we do (or 
perhaps prevent our name from hamstringing our work), the Pub-
lic Lands Initiative is no more, and the Sportsmen’s Conservation 
Project (SCP) is born. 
              Truthfully, our work will change little—we’re still actively 
engaged in our landscape-level conservation efforts, and we’ve ex-
panded our reach into states like Arizona and Nevada, where is-
sues like habitat fragmentation and unchecked off-road vehicle use 
are more important than our traditional campaigns involving oil 
and gas drilling on public lands or the degradation of our roadless 
backcountry.  We now have 17 full-time staffers working in 10 
Western states, where we tackle issues ranging from coal-bed 
methane development to landscape-level wilderness campaigns. 
              Additionally, at the heart of every single campaign we do 
are the real heroes of Trout Unlimited—our volunteers.  The SCP 
takes advantage of our grass-roots stable of talented and creative 
volunteers in very unique ways—we help them draft letters to 
Congress, guest opinions for their local newspapers, and we often 
have them accompany us as we sit down with key decision makers, 
from governors to senators.  Without our volunteers on the 
ground, the accomplishments of the SCP over the last six years 
would not have occurred, guaranteed. 
              So, yes, we’ve changed our name, but we haven’t changed 
our passion for the resources we all hold dear—our fish, our wild-
life and the places they live.  More importantly, our passion to pro-
tect our fishing and hunting heritage remains as strong today as 
ever before. ■ 

 — Chris Hunt 

The Public Lands Initiative is now the Sportsmen's Conservation Project 

S ince 2003, when now-COO Chris Wood helped form the Pub-
lic Lands Initiative, a handful of hunter/angler organizers 

throughout the West have focused their conservation efforts on 
protecting public land and its assets as they pertain to sportsmen 
and women.  
              The unique arm of Trout Unlimited became the organiza-
tion’s first true “hearts and minds” campaign—at the time of its 
creation, the Public Lands Initiative (PLI) was thrust into a num-
ber of contentious, largely political issues where sportsmen were 
simply absent (roadless area conservation and responsible energy 
development, for example).  
              In three short years, the PLI was able to take several very 
important landscapes off the table when it came to development 
and extraction, and in a couple years after that, the PLI was instru-
mental in negotiating a roadless protection plan for the state of 
Idaho (another rule for Colorado was thankfully muted when the 
administration changed in January 2009).  We helped sportsmen 
and women find their voice and use it. 
              But, increasingly, the moniker “Public Lands Initiative” 
was hamstringing the work of PLI staffers across the West, par-
ticularly as we began to take inquiries from private landowners 
who wanted the same things we, as conservation-minded sports-
men, seek when we venture afield.  Over the last few years, we’ve 
proven one very important philosophy when it comes to hunting 
and fishing:  Habitat equals opportunity.  And property lines are 
just lines on a map when it comes to that equation. 
              Late last year, the PLI was approached by the land trust 
community in Colorado and elsewhere, in hopes of increasing the 
profile of the West’s hunters and anglers and involving them in 
perhaps the ultimate form of habitat conservation—acquiring 
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South Fork Snake Update — Rainey Creek and New Projects in the Works 

I n 2008, Trout Unlimited (TU) completed several new pro-
jects while working with our partners.  Additionally, there 

are significant new projects that we will start in 2009 that will be 
challenging and exciting.  
               On Rainey Creek, TU is working to provide fish pas-
sage for Yellowstone cutthroat trout (YCT) and screens at mul-
tiple diversions.  It has been complex, but we are edging closer 
to the finished product.  After researching different types of 
fish screens, TU chose to use Hydrolox screens for our future 
screen work.  These screens utilize a rotating belt screen made 
of an engineered polymer.  TU plans to install Hy-
drolox screens at the Shurtleff – Gottsche Diversion 
consolidation, the Glen Bills Diversion and the Belle 
Beam Diversion, all on Rainey Creek.  Two, and 
possibly all three, of the projects will be complete in 
2009.  The Snake River Cutthroats continue to be a 
driving force in the success of this project.  There is 
no doubt we wouldn’t be where we are today with-
out the diligence of this chapter.  They are amazing.  
               TU will also launch the Caboose Culvert 
fish passage project this spring.  The perched culvert 
is a barrier to YCT when flows are low.  Louis Was-
niewski, Caribou-Targhee National Forest (CTNF) 
hydrologist, has been working with TU on this pro-
ject, and his help with this particular project has 
been invaluable.  Once the culvert is replaced, fish 
will effectively be able to access the lower half of 
Rainey Creek.  
               Also on Rainey Creek, the Griffel ditch project is a 
work in progress.  We continue to raise funds to complete the 
project.  This will be a great project, as it will eliminate a huge 
water loss due to seepage, result in little or no ditch mainte-
nance after it is piped, and conserve water going back to the 
creek.  It will also be a good project that will showcase what can 
be accomplished in other long ditches on Rainey Creek in the 
future.  
               Upstream of Rainey Creek, we began work on Pali-
sades Creek last year.  TU plans to restore a section of Palisades 
Creek on the Palisades Creek Ranch.  Work planned for this 
restoration include: improve natural sinuosity to distribute 
stream energy; stabilize degrading banks to eliminate sediment; 
instream structures to reduce and/or control bed load move-
ment; increase or improve holding/spawning water; and in-
crease vegetation for better overhead cover.  Once completed, 
this could spin off to adjoining property. 
               A new effort for 2009 is the Crow Creek project. 
Many years ago, a section of Crow Creek located on CTNF 
property was straightened. This resulted in an excessively wide 
stream with very shallow water, thermal heating and several 
badly eroding banks.  Fortunately, part of the historical channel 
remains.  TU intends to work cooperatively with CTNF to re-
store Crow Creek to its original location.  The Snake River Cut-

throats were awarded a TU Embrace-A-Stream grant to help fund 
this project.  Crow Creek is a major tributary to Salt River, which 
flows into Palisades Reservoir.  
              Last year TU worked with the CTNF on some exciting 
projects on other South Fork tributaries.  Together, we completed 
a new fish friendly bottomless arch at Table Rock Creek, a small 
stream that is a tributary to the lower South Fork.  Almost imme-
diately, fish were accessing these historic headwaters.  On Wolver-
ine Creek, TU helped install a new modular bridge, which elimi-
nated another barrier and now allows fish to get to historic 

spawning grounds.  Finally, CTNF Hydrologist, Louis 
Wasniewski led a remarkable restoration on Deep 
Creek.  A severely incised and down-cut channel was 
totally reconstructed and re-elevated.  A new bottom-
less arch road crossing was installed and the old 
perched corrugated culvert was taken out.  New ripar-
ian fencing was installed to eliminate livestock intru-
sion and a massive revegetation effort was completed.  
Hats off to both Louis Wasniewski and Corey Lyman 
with the CTNF; it was an outstanding effort on Deep 
Creek.  
              There are plans to work with CTNF this 
summer on Elk Creek installing a new bridge and 
eliminating a bad culvert.  Another project, Barnes and 
Springs Creeks will receive new fish friendly crossings.  
CTNF is an irreplaceable partner for us. 
              Based on new data compiled by Idaho De-
partment of Fish and Game we’re getting the upper 

hand on restoring YCT in the South Fork Snake River System.  
Recent electro-shocking data indicates a steady increase in YCT 
numbers this past year.  The three-prong approach of active an-
gler harvest, timely spring freshet flow releases from Palisades 
Dam, and key tributary restora-
tion project improvements is 
paying off.  Overall, this is a 
remarkable turnaround consid-
ering we have only been work-
ing on this a relatively short 
amount of time.  This is an out-
standing example of a huge col-
laborative effort on the part of 
federal, state, and local agencies, 
plus grass roots volunteers and 
local organizations working to-
gether to make it happen.  
Once we have completed the 
last of the conservation projects 
in the South Fork watershed we 
can move on knowing that our 
work will remain to protect na-
tive YCT so that future genera-
tions can enjoy them as we do 
today. ■ 

 — Matt Woodard 
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PLEASE CHOOSE ONE: 

1) Restore a Painful Economy 
2) Participate in a Conservation Project 
3) Improve Wild Fish Habitat 

H ow about all of the above?  That is what Trout Unlimited is 
accomplishing in Idaho’s 1860’s vintage state capital city.  

To you “new-comers,” that would be Idaho City!  Trout Unlimited 
restoration efforts in the Boise Watershed have included healing 
scars left from mining days long gone by.  Now modern day set-
tlers are staking their claim on a resource more precious than gold. 
              No longer a boom and bust community, “the Stickers” 
families who are here to stay, are rolling up their sleeves in the 
name of the West’s liquid gold – Clean Water! 
              Like everywhere, with the economic downturn, many 
families and small businesses in Idaho City are feeling the pinch.  
This little town nestled in the mountains is home to many former 
extraction industry professionals — used-to-be miners and loggers, 
local men and women with keen knowledge of the land, skills with 
heavy equipment, and mounting bills from unsteady work in these 
hard times.  Trout Unlimited is putting them back to work in the 
“Restoration Economy!” 
              Example One:  Nelson’s Custom Milling.  A small family-
operated sawmill stands silent some days, since the downturn in 

our economy.  Their 
prized thumb-capable 
excavator, and Greg’s 
skillful hands have been 
put back to work!  Greg 
and Kathy’s sons are 
avid fishermen, and ex-
cited that they are con-
structing in-stream fish 
habitat structures.  95 
boulders have been 
placed strategically 
through stretches of 
Mores Creek that were 

ugly, sterile glides.  Now raucous whitewater delights fish during 
higher flows and has created 66% more pools and spawning grav-
els are being sorted that were buried in sediment without the 
needed scour-action. 

Idaho City Families Work in the “Restoration Economy” 
              Example Two:  Gardeners Exca-
vation.  Barbara and Neil are icons in the 
community with their capable road build-
ing and construction know-how.  The Gar-
deners phone lines have remained eerily 
silent this construction season.  While I 
write this story, their equipment is con-
structing a large sediment basin to catch 
Gold Hill’s oozing fines still being released 
from hydraulic mining over 100 years ago.  
Their project will improve habitat in Elk 
Creek, a secret little oasis for fish in the 
Mores Creek system, and the source of 
drinking water for the town! 

              Example Three:  Bruce and Oscar Baumhoff are private 
landowners and one of the oldest family names in Boise County.  
They have not subdivided 
much of the entire section of 
land and 17 miles of creek 
flows through their land hold-
ings.  The family construction 
business and “Dorothy’s” jam 
and jellies provides income.  
Bruce has experience gently 
logging some of their land and 
operating his heavy equipment 
on a variety of jobs.  Now, he 
is placing large woody debris 
and boulders throughout the 
Grimes Creek system.  He is pulling back tailings from the creek 
and creating floodplain.  He will plant thousands of trees after the 
heavy equipment phase of the project is completed. 
              Trout Unlimited and partners with the West Central 
Highlands and the Forest Service have joined forces to corral resto-
ration grant dollars.  These projects have been made possible 
through the continued philanthropic support of Tiffany and Co. to 
Trout Unlimited’s Abandoned Mine Lands program.  Using local 
small businesses to restore a watershed has benefits on many levels.  
These projects benefit our waters and wildlife, our community, the 
local economy, and teaches new skills to people that are making a 
difference. ■ 

 — Pam Elkovich 

Kathy and Greg standing next to  
one of their boulder structures 

 

Elk Creek  
Sediment Basin 

 

3 Generations of Baumhoffs  
restoring a creek 

 

 

See www.tu50.org for details and ticket purchase.  Winner need not be present to win. 

Tickets $100.00 ea. 
Drawing will be held at 
the 50th Anniversary 
Celebration Banquet, 
Traverse City, MI 
on August 22, 2009  

DON'T MISS THIS EXTRAORDINARY OPPORTUNITY !!  
Win a TU 50th Anniversary Edition ClackaCraft 2009 16 LP Fly Pod drift boat.  
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F or more than a year, the Idaho Water Project has been deeply 
involved in negotiations to create a new aquifer management 

plan for Eastern Idaho – and now the effort is paying off. In No-
vember, after 18 months of talks, stakeholders across the Snake 
River Plain adopted a Comprehensive Aquifer Management Plan 
(CAMP) on the Eastern Snake Plain Aquifer (ESPA).  Soon after, 
the Idaho Water Resource Board endorsed the CAMP as well, 
sending it on to the Legislature for final approval. 
              CAMP will benefit all residents in Eastern Idaho by pro-
viding more economic and environmental security through wise 
management of Idaho’s most valued resource – water.  At present, 
like an overdrawn bank account, water on the ESPA is withdrawn 
at a faster rate than it is deposited, causing a shortage of water to 
meet all water needs across the ESPA.  The plan will “balance” the 
water budget by reducing overall demand for water and by distrib-
uting water more efficiently across the ESPA to meet the needs of 
irrigators, municipalities and healthy rivers and streams. 
              TU’s Idaho Water Project represented conservation inter-
ests on the ESPA CAMP Advisory Committee, with the Nature 
Conservancy serving as the conservation alternate.  The conserva-
tion interests were able to introduce key policies that help protect 
and nurture fish while meeting the water management objectives 
of other water users across the aquifer.  The following policies 
were endorsed by the Idaho Water Resource Board as part of the 
ESPA CAMP process: 
 

• Downstream Transfer Policy:  Allows water users on key 
tributaries to lease their water downstream for other uses, 
including mitigation for groundwater pumping, aquifer 
recharge, and conversions from ground to surface water 

irrigation.  This is a benefit to irrigators, and also gets wa-
ter down tributaries that are critical for native trout popu-
lations. 

• Water Transactions Clearinghouse:  Helps match water 
users who are interested in buying and selling water, and 
will also allow multiple parties to participate in water trans-
actions, such as leases and purchases, to meet multiple 
stakeholder needs. 

• Demand Reduction Measures:  Cut the demand on 
Idaho’s water supply.  Some options include voluntary 
buy-outs through the Farm Bill’s CREP program, rota-
tional fallowing, changing to less water-consumptive 
crops, metering water use, and water conservation prac-
tices.  Using less water ultimately leaves more water in 
stream for fish. 

 
              TU has endorsed the ESPA CAMP and is encouraged that 
many of the win-win alternatives can benefit water users, fish, and 
Idaho’s economy.  Furthermore, hydrologic modeling demonstrated 
that the state can achieve a 600,000 acre foot reduction in the water 
budget without building additional storage facilities in places like the 
Boise and the Teton Rivers. While the plan will cost water users and 
Idahoans $100 million to implement over the next 10 years, it is a 
plan that most of the water users support and can live with. 
              The CAMP demonstrates that it’s possible to create a wa-
ter management plan that works for multiple stakeholders.  TU 
hopes to encourage the greater use of collaborative processes like 
CAMP to address Idaho’s future water supply problems. ■ 

 — Kim Trotter 

New Aquifer Plan Balances State Water Budget 

I n late March, Congress passed the Omnibus Public Land Man-
agement Act of 2009, a vast collection of conservation issues key 

to hunters and anglers across the country, but largely in the West. 
              Idaho was certainly not left out of the mix—Sen. Crapo’s 
Owyhee Canyonlands Wilderness was a big portion of the overall 
act, and marked the first time we in Idaho got new wilderness des-
ignated in our state in a generation. 
              TU’s Sportsmen’s Conservation Project (SCP), while only 
modestly involved in Sen. Crapo’s wilderness effort, was deeply 
involved in a number of bills contained within the omnibus act, 
and actually helped draft a number of the bills that will help protect 
the places we hunt and fish in perpetuity.  Simply put, this is the 
SCP’s biggest accomplishment in its short, six-year history. 
              First and foremost, we achieved special protection for the 
Wyoming Range along the Idaho-Wyoming border.  This 1.2 mil-
lion-acre mountain range stretches from Hoback Junction south to 
Kemmerer and is home to three native subspecies of cutthroat 
trout—at Tri-Basin Divide, the fortunate angler faces a conun-
drum: east to fish for Colorado River cutthroats; south to fish for 
Bonnevilles, or northwest to fish for Snake River fine-spotted cut-
throats?  

              The range is also home to trophy deer and elk herds, and 
the West’s most robust moose herd, not to mention sage grouse, 
ruffed and blue grouse and huntable populations of lions and 
bears.  The best description of the Wyoming Range could be “the 
Sportsman’s Yellowstone.”  
              The SCP’s other bills included the Copper-Salmon Wil-
derness Act, which protects the headwaters of the Elk River in 
southern Oregon to ensure downstream water quality and trophy 
fishery protection; the National Landscape Conservation System, 
which includes the Gunnison Gorge in Colorado, the Steens 
Mountain Region in Oregon, and 26 million acres of BLM land in 
the West; The Hoover Wilderness Expansion Act in California; 
and about 400,000 acres of more wilderness in the Golden State, 
including some in the San Gabriel Mountains, the closest wild 
trout country to Los Angeles. 
              It was a huge win, and, just as we do here in Idaho, we 
took advantage of a tremendous grassroots resource to get this bill 
through Congress.  I’ll give a more detailed presentation on this 
big victory at the council meeting in May.  See you all there! ■ 

 — Chris Hunt 

Congress Passes Landmark Public Land Bill 
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We look forward to seeing YOU in May, 2009!  

O K, so the glamour shot isn’t what you hoped it would be, is it?  Carp 
are pretty darn homely, but on a fly rod, they might be the best game 

fish the warm-ish waters of Idaho have to offer. 
              And, last year, as something of an impromptu conservation-
oriented event, a few TU members from various chapters all over the state 
(we had folks from Idaho Falls, Pocatello, Sun Valley and Twin Falls come 
to the formal event, and our good friend Loren Albright visited a few days 
later) converged on a backwater flat on the Snake River to catch carp.  But 
first, we turned the gang loose with some heavy trash bags and picked up 
years worth of debris from the site.  
              Despite the wind (Hurricane Gifford), we all had a heck of a 
time—we enjoyed barbecue fare, some good (and not-so-good) beer and 
wine and made a great day out of fishing for Idaho’s least-appreciated, yet 
hardest-fighting fish. 
              In fact, we had so much fun, we’re doing it again, this time in con-
junction with the spring ITU Council meeting in Pocatello.  
              The meeting is May 16 at the AmeriTel Inn in Pocatello, but the 
die-hard carp fishers will meet the day before at Gifford Springs for the Sec-
ond Annual ITU CarpFest.  The gang has promised beer, wine and good grub (I heard a rumor that Bud Smalley will actually grill your 
carp for you on the spot — good luck with that) and a day of fun.  Lacking another substantive conservation project, we’ll likely make 
another sweep of the area for garbage, although we’re certainly open to ideas.  
              Since making the event a “contest” would require the need to get permits and wiggle through some red tape, we likely won’t go 
that route, but the Boise TU office has promised a prize or two that we can judiciously award to the best carpers of the day, and I think 
we can come up with some swag here in Idaho Falls, as well. 
              Please join us for Carp Fest 2009 at Gifford Springs, about 25 miles downstream from American Falls on the north side of the 
river.  For more information or directions, contact Chris Hunt at chunt@tu.org. ■ 

 — Chris Hunt 

Carp: A “beautiful” Thing! 

2008 Carp Fest fish stories are born 

Warren Colyer gets lucky 
at the “super-secret” spot 

Drake Woolybugger (AKA Todd  
Carter) hooks “the big ugly” 

Kim Trotter is THRILLED to  
be handling her first carp!! 

Carmen Northen and Mackay 

Holy CARP, 
that’s one ugly fish!! 
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Idaho Trout Unlimited’s Most Successful Subsidiary: Carp Unlimited! 



IIIDAHODAHODAHO T T TROUTROUTROUT   

TU Photo Gallery . . .TU Photo Gallery . . .TU Photo Gallery . . .   

Ed Northen with his Colorado catch 

Nancy Bradley’s Irish nephew,  
Liam O’Shea, catches his first  

American fish on the Snake River 

The sun sets on another glorious day of fishing on Silver Creek 

MVFF member caught this  
31” Walleye on a fly at 

Salmon Falls Creek Reservoir 

Ed Northen fishing the outlet of  
Clearwater Lake in British Columbia 

Ed Northen and MackaY (family dog) fishing 
on the Canim River in British Columbia 

Black Canyon Gunnison River in Colorado 

Page 16 
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N ew Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and 
Forest Service regulations were established on 

the South Fork and Lower Henry’s Fork of the Snake 
River to help protect the many valuable and unique 
natural resources in the river corridors.  These 
changes will also assist managing agencies in properly 
maintaining the river corridor in an age of shrinking 
budgets coupled with increased visitor use.  Some of 
the new regulations include: 
• Fire Pan Required: In order to prevent additional 

vegetative and soil disturbances, fire pans are 
now required.  It is also impossible for agency 
staff to continuously remove all the ash from the 
fire pits that is left behind by visitors.  Fire pans 
should be elevated off the ground to prevent 
scorching and should be at least 12-inches wide, 
with a 1.5-inch lip around its outer edge to suffi-

ciently catch fire remains.  All ash needs to be 
packed out with visitors before leaving their 
campsite.  

• Additional Designated Campsites: Over the 
next couple years, the entire river corridor on 
the South Fork will be identified with desig-
nated overnight campsite.  These new sites will 
be modeled after the designated campsite sys-
tem in the “canyon” stretch below Conant Boat 
Ramp.  By designating sites, people will know 
exactly where good camp locations are along the 
river, providing for better trip planning and 
safer boating.  Designating sites also deters visi-
tor use from sensitive plant and wildlife species, 
while providing an area where visitor impacts 
can occur. 

(Continued on page 19) 

BLM Changes on the Snake River 

New regulations 

will help 

protect the 

many valuable 

and unique 

natural 

resources in the 

river corridors. 

BLM NEEDS YOUR COMMENTS !! 
Trout Unlimited members may want to comment on ACEC designation and Wild and Scenic River Suitability (see above story).  
Please visit the Upper Snake RMP website http://www.blm.gov/id/st/en/fo/upper_snake/Planning/upper_snake_rmp.html 
for links to the Wild and Scenic Eligibility report and additional information regarding the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act and the 
USFO planning process. Any questions call BLM at 524-7500 or send comment letters to BLM, USFO RMP, 1405 Hollipark 
Drive, Idaho Falls, ID, 83401. 

BLM Resource Management Plan Needs Your Comments 

T he BLM’s Upper Snake Field Office (USFO) is 
revising their Resource Management Plan (RMP).  

The revised Upper Snake RMP will encompass approxi-
mately 1.8 million acres of public land located in south-
eastern Idaho.  The purpose of the Upper Snake RMP 
is to respond to resource conditions that have changed, 
respond to new issues, and provide the USFO a com-
prehensive framework under which to administer pub-
lic lands into the future.  The land use planning process 
is the key tool used to manage resources and to desig-
nate and allocate uses on public lands. 
              Public comment is an integral part of the pub-
lic land planning process.  Although Trout Unlimited 
members can comment on any topic(s) related to public 
land use planning in the USFO, there are two issues 
that are particularly important to anglers. 
              First, the USFO is reviewing all designated 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) and 
is considering the addition of new ACECs.  This would 
designate 3,496 acres of the Teton River below Felt 
Power Plant and 2,835 acres of the Main Snake River 
upriver from the American Falls Reservoir as ACECs.  
An ACEC is defined as an area “within the public lands 

where special management attention is required to pro-
tect and prevent irreparable damage to important his-
toric, cultural, or scenic values, fish and wildlife re-
sources, or other natural systems or processes, or to 
protect life and safety from natural hazards.”  The 
ACEC designation indicates to the public that the BLM 
recognizes that an area has significant values and has 
established special management measures to protect 
those values. 
               Second, the USFO is required to address Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act in the RMP.  Before a river corri-
dor may be considered for designation as a Wild and 
Scenic River, the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act requires a 
determination that the river is free-flowing and its im-
mediate environments possess one or more specific, 
outstandingly remarkable values.  BLM has completed 
an eligibility study for the USFO as a baseline for this 
planning effort.  In this study, the Teton River below 
Felt Power Plant and three of its tributes were deemed 
eligible.  The South Fork of the Snake River was also 
identified as eligible. The next step is the suitability 
study, which will analyze current and future uses of eli-
gible stream segments in the RMP. ■ 

 — Shannon Bassista 

There are two 

issues that are 

particularly 

important to 

anglers. 
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Calendar  o f  Even t sCa lendar  o f  Even t sCa lendar  o f  Even t s  .  .  . .  .  . .  .  .  
April 4, 2009 – Amonson / Lemhi River Fence Project 

The Snake River Cutthroats partnered with the Idaho Water Project to install 1.4 miles of fence along a restored spring creek 
in the Lemhi River Basin.  To find out more about this project and other volunteer opportunities in the Lemhi, please con-
tact Kim Trotter at ktrotter@tu.org. 

 
April 17, 18, 2009 – 16th Annual East Idaho Fly Tying & Fishing Expo 

Held at the Shilo Inn in Idaho Falls, the Expo has been a celebration of fly fishing since its inception.  The primary purpose 
of the Expo is to have fun.  Free admission and the same two-day format will again be the “modus operandi”.  For Expo 
information, workshop registration and ticket packages, contact Jimmy's All Seasons Angler 208.524.7160 or drop by: 275 A 
Street in Idaho Falls. 

 
April 18, 2009 – Earth Day 
 
May 2, 2009 – The Magic Valley Fly Fishers will host a free, "Women's Only" Fly Fishing Class 

The class will be held from 10 am to 4 pm at the CSI Endowment Ponds, located just off North College Ave. in Twin Falls.  
Morgan Buckert, professional guide from Picabo, will be the featured instructor with a number of MVFF regulars on-hand 
to help out.  As in years past, the class will focus on fly-casting, entomology, knot-tying, fly selection and discuss local fly 
fishing opportunities.  For more information, contact Chad Chorney at 208.420.4096 or send an e-mail to  
magicflyfishers@yahoo.com. 

 
May 9, 2009 – Panhandle Chapter Hosts a Kids Fishing Seminar 

Introduce your kids to fishing by attending the Kids Fishing Seminar at the new Cabelas in Post Falls, Idaho.  There will be 
classes on casting, reading streams, fly tying, knots and getting started.  Slide shows on fishing trips will be shown through-
out the day. 

 
May 15, 2009 – Carp Fest, Pocatello 

For details, contact Chris Hunt chunt@tu.org. 
 
May 16, 2009 – Idaho TU Council Meeting 
             The meeting will be held at the AmeriTel Inn in Pocatello.  For details, contact Chris Hunt chunt@tu.org. 
 
May, 2009 – Hemingway Chapter Events (specific dates TBD) 

• Boxcar Bend Clean-up Day in partnership with the Wood River Land Trust 

• Silver Creek cleanup, planting and reed count after the 2008 fires 

• Kids Fishing Picnic at Hayspur on the Wood River Valley 

For details on all events, please call Carmen Northen at 208.788.3618 
 
June 13, 2009 – TU’s National Stream Clean-Up Day 

To help celebrate TU’s 50th anniversary and to bring some national attention to the work we do around the country, we are 
organizing a nationwide stream clean-up day on June 13th.  If you want to organize an event or have questions, call Erin 
Mooney at 703.284.9408. 

 
August 17-23, 2009 – TU’s 50th Anniversary, Traverse City, Michigan 

Join the Celebration in Traverse City, Michigan - Take part in hosted fishing trips, tour local conservation work, peruse the 
latest in fishing gear at a partner/vendor day, put your casting skills to the test in a fly-casting tournament, and tell your tall-
est tale to members from around the country at a barbecue, luau and gala banquet  
Register TODAY to receive the early bird discount.  For celebration details, visit our website: www.tu50.org 
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(Continued from page 17) 
• Portable Toilets and Certified Waste Disposal Bags (i.e., 

WAG® Bags or RESTOP®):  The human waste problem is 
getting worse on the rivers due to increased use and the fact 
that people are not properly disposing of human waste.  
Agency staff continues to clean up messes left at designated 
camp sites.  All overnight and day use boaters are required to 
carry out human waste property (i.e., portable toilet or certi-
fied waste disposal bags).  Portable toilets must be reusable, 
washable, water tight, and SCAT Machine or RV dump com-
patible.  Portable toilets with snap-on lids (ammo can or plas-
tic buckets) are required to have a rubber gasket in the lid.  

Plastic bag liners are not acceptable unless they are the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) approved 
WAG bag or RESTOP systems. 

• OHV Trails: All off-road motorized vehicles must stay 
on agency designated roads and trails. 

Call the Eastern Idaho Visitor Center 205.523.1012 or the 
BLM 208.524.7500 if you have any questions or for more 
information concerning where to purchase required equip-
ment. ■ 

 — Monica Zimmerman and Shannon Bassista 

BLM Regulation Changes on the Snake River (cont’d)  

Would you like to continue receiving Idaho Trout ? 
To help keep expenses reasonable, we would like to distribute this newsletter electronically as much as possible.  Please help 
us by e-mailing your e-mail address to schristensen@tu.org.  These addresses will not be distributed or used for purposes 
other than distributing ITU information to you.   
 
Thank you for your help. 
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