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My name is Chris Jones and I'm the new state council chair for Idaho Trout Unlimited. Most recently I served 

as President of the Ted Trueblood chapter for the past two years. One of the 

most enjoyable experiences of being involved in the chapter is the “rubber meets 

the road” conservation work TU is known for. As you will read in this year’s 

newsletter our reoccurring theme is restoration. Whether a project undertakes a 

small tributary or an entire watershed, it doesn’t matter. We are involved. The 

“we” being the whole organization of Trout Unlimited.   

 

I recall my first TU volunteer project during the summer of 2000. A friend had 

asked me to join him on a project outing. I agreed to spend a Saturday building 

fence and stabilizing stream banks along Silver Creek, a tributary of the Middle 

Fork of the Boise River. In return I would receive barbeque, beer, and a little 

fishing. My longtime friend knew my vices and what it would take to overcome 

my initial hesitation. 

 

As it turned out, Silver Creek was in dire need of restoration. My first reaction 

was “we need heavy equipment”. There were approximately 20 volunteers and 5 

Forest Service employees armed only with hand tools - no heavy equipment in 

sight. It was a hot, dusty summer day, yet no one complained.  Everyone ap-

peared eager to work and manually completed the job in just five hours; half the 

scheduled time. Throughout the day, this group of strangers worked hard, had 

fun and developed a camaraderie that was addictive.   

 

This experience motivated me to explore further TU opportunities. Now, twelve 

years later, I'm jumping into the Idaho TU State Chairmanship! My story exem-

plifies how working together on a volunteer conservation project, the feeling of 

community and togetherness remains a powerful draw that invites people to 

want to belong.    

 

Our eight Idaho chapters have the opportunity to share the satisfaction of resto-

ration work with their membership this next year. Whether building a fence, 

rehabilitating a stream or planting willows, there are an abundance of conserva-

tion projects awaiting completion. In 2001 the late Stephen Ambrose, a great 

American historian and author, predicated a major shift in America stating, “The 21st century will be the cen-

tury of restoration.” We are over ten years into his predication and TU's restoration work has been increasing 

each year. This can be seen in every chapter’s list of accomplished projects. 

 

On a larger scale, the Idaho Council, with generous support from our chapters, has embarked on a team effort 

to help restore the Yellowstone Cutthroat in Yellowstone Lake. Our extended restoration team includes the 

Montana and Wyoming Councils, TU National, Federation of Fly Fishers, Greater Yellowstone Coalition, 

USGS and the National Park Conservation Association.   

 

In the following pages you will also note the new restoration projects undertaken by Trout Unlimited in Idaho. 

The restoration work includes the Pahsimeroi, Yankee Fork, Blackfoot, and Portneuf Rivers. These projects 

demonstrate how members, chapters, and national leadership can work together toward common goals. 

 

I should also mention that this year we are privileged to host the TU Western Regional meeting in Sun Valley 

June 8th-9th. This presents a great opportunity for learning, not just amongst ourselves, but from TU councils 

and chapters throughout the West.   

 

With the arrival of spring comes fishing and new adventures. Please remember to include restoration in your 

adventures. There will be plenty of opportunity as our rubber-meets-the-road efforts expand.   

 

 

Idaho Trout 2012 

Chris Jones, 
ITU Chair 
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Three Idaho Trout Unlimited Chapters Awarded Embrace-A-Stream Grants for 2012 
 

Three Idaho TU chapters, Teton Valley, Reed Gillespie, and the Southeast Idaho Fly Fishers, were awarded Embrace-

A-Stream grants for 2012. The Teton Valley chapter received a grant in the amount of $7500 towards the Vest Teton 

Riparian Restoration Project. Grant funds will be used for the revegetation of approximately 1200 linear feet of stream 

bank, and will include planting of willows, native shrubs, and native grasses. The Teton Valley chapter is also contrib-

uting $1500 towards the completion of the project. The Southeast Idaho Fly Fishers were awarded $8000 for the Peb-

ble Creek Restoration Project. Pebble Creek is a major tributary of the Portneuf River, and is important for spawning 

and rearing of native Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout. The Pebble Creek project is a large, collaborative effort (state and 

federal agencies, private landowners, and NGOs) that encompasses stream channel reconstruction, exclusionary live-

stock fencing, and significant streambank stabilization and restoration. The Reed Gillespie chapter was also the recipi-

ent of an Embrace-A-Stream grant ($5300) for use in the Little Salmon River watershed. Congratulations to these 

Idaho TU chapters! 

Magic Valley Fly Fishers 2013 Banquet to feature April Vokey as guest speaker 

 
On February 9th, 2013 the Magic Valley Fly Fishers will host their annual banquet and membership drive. April 

Vokey, noted author, guide, and conservationist, will be the guest speaker. Ms. Vokey founded and operates the British 

Columbia based guiding service Fly Gal Ventures, where she guides anglers on some of the world’s greatest wild steel-

head fisheries. April is a renowned fly fishing columnist, and her works have appeared in numerous leading publica-

tions. In addition, April is an active conservationist, and sits on the Board of Directors for the Steelhead Society of 

British Columbia.  

 

The Magic Valley Fly Fishers anticipate a strong turnout for this event, and seating will be limited. Stay tuned to the 

MVFF web site (www.magicvalleyflyfishers.com) and MVFF Facebook page for upcoming details, and for informa-

tion on obtaining tickets to the banquet. Save the date! 

 

Pebble Creek in southeast Idaho, tributary to the Portneuf River. EAS grant funds will be used 
to stabilize and restore the historical stream channel. 
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Test your fly-casting skills at Trueblood TU Fundraiser in May 
 
 

The 2nd Annual Fly Casting Tournament & Fly Fishing Boat Show is set for May 12, 2012, at Eagle Island 

State Park in Boise, ID. 

 

Four-person teams will compete in two divisions using a golf tournament format. A maximum number of 12 

Gold teams (Advanced) and 18 Silver teams (Recreational) will compete on fourteen land and water based 

casting targets, or holes. Each hole represents a unique casting discipline/challenge. Lowest team scores 

win. 

 

“The purpose for the tournament is to generate matching funds for habitat improvement on the South Fork 

of the Boise River downstream of Anderson Ranch Dam,” says tournament chairman Pat Kilroy. “Last 

year’s inaugural 2011 Fly Casting Tournament raised $10,000 and was a decisive factor in the completion of 

the Pierce Creek Culvert project. This money matched other local, state and Federal funds that removed a 

fish passage barrier for spawning, wild trout.” 

 

Kilroy further stated that all proceeds from the 2012 Fly Casting Tournament & Fly Fishing Boat Show will 

go towards habitat projects on the South Fork of the Boise River. 

 

Prizes for the top three teams and best individual performance will be awarded in each division. Total value 

of the prizes is $3,000. The entry fee for a Gold Team is $500 ($125 per person), and for a Silver Team is 

$140 ($35 per person). The entry fee includes a catered lunch and light breakfast and covers the $5 park en-

try fee. No host beer, wine and soft drinks will be available. 

 

Course rules, design and team entry forms will be posted at: www.tedtruebloodtu.org/flycasting. 

 

“An addition to this year’s event is a fly fishing boat show,” said Kilroy. “We are working with by leading 

fly fishing watercraft manufacturers and representatives including Outcast/AIRE, NRS and others to have 

drift boats and inflatable vessels on display and part of the casting tournament.” 

 

Part of the Fly Casting Tournament & Fly Fishing Boat Show will include a raffle for a PAC 9000, donated 

by Outcast. The boat retails for $1,900 and only 75 tickets will be sold available for this limited opportunity 

raffle at $50 per ticket. The winner will be drawn during lunch at the Tournament and purchasers need not 

be present to win. Tickets are available for purchase at Anglers and Idaho Anglers and on line at: 

www.tedtruebloodtu.org/pac9000.htm. 

 

“The event is open to the general public,” said Kilroy. “They just have to pay the $5.00 entry fee at the gate 

to Eagle Island State Park.” For additional tournament information contact Pat Kilroy at (503) 536-5297 or 

check out the webpage at: www.tedtruebloodtu.org/flycasting  

http://www.tedtruebloodtu.org/flycasting
http://www.tedtruebloodtu.org/pac9000.htm
http://www.tedtruebloodtu.org/flycasting
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Hemingway Chapter Rescues Wild Trout on the Big Wood River 

 
 

Each fall thousands of wild trout in the Big Wood River become stranded and perish when diversion channels and 

canals are shut off after the completion of irrigation season. 

 

In the fall of 2011, volunteers from the Hemingway Chapter of Trout Unlimited in the Wood River Valley rescued 

over 4,500 wild trout from the canals. Many of the fish are Rainbow Trout smolts (first year fish) but some larger 

fish are rescued as well. This year the largest fish observed was a 20 inch brown trout.  

 

The Hemingway chapter has been rescuing trout for over six seasons and this is the most successful rescue to date. 

In order to move or transport fish from one body of water to another, an Idaho Fish and Game officer [IDFG] needs 

to be present, and an appropriate permit must be obtained to ensure proper methods were used during fish transport. 

 

Fall is a very busy time for IDFG officers; hunting season is in full swing and the ability to have officers available at 

a moment’s notice is next to impossible. By the time Trout Unlimited volunteers, IDFG officers and permits were 

coordinated and put in place, many of the stranded fish would perish.   

 

IDFG Regional Fisheries Manager Doug Megargle worked closely with Carl Evenson, a Hemingway Trout Unlim-

ited Board member. Carl, who has a biology degree in Fisheries and works as a fly-fishing guide, coordinates and 

oversees the fish rescue each fall. Since Trout Unlimited volunteers have worked for many years with IDFG during 

fish rescues and had the special equipment and knowledge required to safely capture and transport the fish, a permit 

was issued prior to the dewatering of the canal. This allowed Trout Unlimited volunteers to begin rescuing fish as 

soon as water to the canals was shut off, resulting in reduced mortality of trout. 

 

Several other new developments enhanced the fish rescue. First the water master Kevin Lakey is excited about res-

cuing trout, and coordinates with the Hemingway Chapter by providing the days and location the water will be shut 

off.  This advanced notice, even though it may only a few days, helps draw a larger pool of volunteers. Second, the 

canal companies are now working with TU to draw the water down slowly before it is shut off. This allowed for 

many of the fish to avoid entrainment. This is extra work for the canal companies but the results have been very 

beneficial, and the Hemingway chapter hopes to continue this partnership. Third, two chapter members, John and 

Daralene Finnell, donated a fish transport tank. John researched and built a fish transport tank, complete with oxy-

gen, bubblers and discharge hoses. This transport tank allows for safer transport of the fish and for volunteer to fo-

cus their efforts on actual rescue efforts.   

 

The first trout rescue was done with fishing nets and buckets. The Idaho State council of Trout Unlimited awarded a 

small grant to purchase a seine and the rescue efforts and success have continued to improve each year. This fish 

rescue is high profile in publicity, involves many excited volunteers and helps save wild trout.    

 

Other efforts supported by the Hemingway Chapter are youth education programs,  bilingual signing of river regula-

tions and access, maintenance of fishing access points on the Big Wood River, stream clean-ups, and restoration 

projects on the Silver Creek Preserve. 

 

- Ed Northen 
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During the fall of 2011, the Hemingway Chapter of TU helped rescue over 4500 fish from being 
stranded in diversions within the Big Wood River system. The chapter had the support of local 

IDFG and irrigation district personnel. 
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The Blackfoot Home Rivers Initiative Project-2012 
 

TU is working on several efforts within the Blackfoot Watershed to help restore damaged or degraded habitat for 

Yellowstone Cutthroat trout (YCT). 

 

A number of significant steps have been accomplished in 2011 to further define TU's efforts within the Blackfoot 

River drainage. For example: 

 

 TU science team lead by Amy Haak and Matt Mayfield working together with Watershed restora-

tion staff to develop a Blackfoot watershed assessment to evaluate the overall health and habitat 

conditions in the watershed. 

 TU staff completed surveying over 100 different culverts and diversions in the watershed to com-

pile a watershed barrier assessment. This research will help define a priority list as guidelines. 

 TU science team and watershed staff developed a series of watershed assessment maps to further 

direct ongoing restoration efforts. 

 

The Blackfoot is formed by Lanes, Diamond, Bacon, and Timothy Creeks coalescing to create the river. Two projects 

were selected – the first is Diamond Creek where TU will retrofit a diversion to improve fish passage and screen the 

outgoing ditches to prevent fish losses within the irrigation system. This diversion lies on private property owned by 

the Bear Lake Grazing Association (BLGA). We’re hopeful that our work with BLGA will lead to future projects 

located on their significant holdings within the headwaters.  

 

The second major project lies on upper Lanes Creek where we are working with the Caribou Cattle Company to re-

build approximately 9 miles of badly degraded habitat. Key components of this work involve several off-site water 

installations; fencing the entire riparian area to exclude cattle; rebuilding and reshaping several badly eroding banks; 

installing crossings across the riparian corridor; and a significant re-vegetation effort.  

 

Future restorative efforts will likely address Slug Creek, Trail Creek, and additional main stem projects. This effort 

will require several years to complete and will be a combined effort of all of TU’s programs: Watershed Restoration 

Program, Idaho Water Project, Idaho Science team and the Sportsmen’s Conservation Program. Our “One TU” effort 

along with the outstanding support of our local chapters will ensure our success.  

 

 

The Palisades Creek Project 
 

Last fall TU, working with West Water Consulting and Rockin’T Construction, completed the Palisades project. 

Over 22 new instream structures were added to this section of Palisades Creek. Several badly eroding banks were 

beveled back and re-stabilized using bio-engineering techniques to help them heal. Almost immediately after water 

was restored to the new channel, trout were observed using the new instream log jam and debris structures.  

 

Volunteers from the Snake River Cutthroats visited the project several times to help cut willows for replanting along 

the newly formed banks. With a significant amount of usable new habitat available for fish, our expectations remain 

high for Palisades Creek to increase Yellowstone Cutthroat trout populations for the South Fork Snake River. Other 

benefits include major improvements to water quality and improved pool-to-width ratios and channel stabilization. 

The new channel was designed to be a self-maintaining, natural channel benefiting all riparian species.  



Page  7 

 
 

 

IDAHO TROUT 

The Crow Creek Project 
 

Last fall the Caribou Targhee Forest held an advanced class on bio-engineering techniques on the Crow Creek pro-

ject. Chris Hoag from Hoag Riparian and Restoration Inc., along with John Fripp from the Natural Resource Conser-

vation Service of Dallas, Texas held a 3-day instructional class. The class entailed 1 day of in-class instruction, and 

2 days spent applying what was learned. Participants were split into teams of 4-6 people. Each team evaluated a sec-

tion of stream to be bio-engineered and then developed a specific treatment.  

 

Crow Creek restoration is nearly complete and represents a classic restoration project involving extensive collabora-

tion with Caribou-Targhee National Forest. The last remaining work involves weed control and ongoing monitoring 

of the project. Crow Creek continues improving with each successive year.  

 

Rainey Creek 
 

TU has acquired the necessary funding to create a design for the uppermost diversion on Rainey Creek for improv-

ing fish passage and to screen the outgoing ditch. If successful in raising the funds needed for construction, we can 

complete this project fall 2012.  
 

The Great Feeder Canal 
 

A collaborative effort is underway to raise additional dollars via the Bonneville Power Administration to help fund a 

new Idaho Fish and Game Entrainment study on the Great Feeder Canal. We will know later this spring or early 

summer if that effort has been successful. With research funding, a multi-year entrainment study will commence by 

Idaho Fish and Game to better assess annual fish losses to the canal system. Once data are collected and evaluated, 

biologists can begin looking at alternatives for screening and preventing entrainment loss. Partners in this effort in-

clude the Idaho Department of Fish and Game, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Caribou Targhee National Forest, 

and Trout Unlimited. This long term effort will serve to prevent excessive fish losses to this huge diversion. If suc-

cessful the suspected fisheries benefits to the South Fork Snake would be remarkable; particularly the lower reach 

from the Poplar Boat Ramp downstream. Updates on this project will be forthcoming as we move forward.  
 

- Matt Woodard Blackfoot River 
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IDAHO STATE COUNCIL SPONSORS BIOENGINEERING WORKSHOP 
 

Cutting edge restoration requires careful engineering and a step back in time.  Bioengineering is a juxtaposition of hy-

drology, science, and old fashioned use of vegetation to transform a stream. This “softer approach” is a compilation 

some of the greatest new techniques that the Army Corp. of Engineers, other agencies, and restoration experts are ad-

vocating for increased usage. 

 

The Idaho State Council sponsored a Bioengineering Workshop last fall. The workshop cost nearly $16,000 and the 

seed money provided by an Embrace a Stream grant allowed tuition to be waived for Trout Unlimited volunteers that 

attended. Over 50 people attended and eight government agencies were represented with the largest support from the 

Corp. of Engineers and State of Idaho Transportation Department. Nearly every Trout Unlimited Chapter in Idaho 

sent representatives. 

 

The workshop provided two days of classroom instruction by nationally acclaimed restoration specialist, Chris Hoag. 

On the third day, participants took to the field and installed several treatments on an eroding bank on Granite Creek, a 

restoration site chosen by Pam Elkovich for additional treatment. 

 

Willow barbs, tree revetments and brush mattresses were among the installations utilized.  Equipment strange to many 

of us included “duck bills” and “gripples.” We all walked away bloodied and tired from that day, learning that bioen-

gineering techniques are certainly a lot of hard work. A primary benefit of using these “softer” treatments instead of 

“rip rap” is increased habitat for both aquatic and terrestrial species. Using appropriate and strategically placed vegeta-

tion in lieu of rock provides shade and cover for aquatic species and food sources for macroinvertebrate and terrestrial 

organisms. In general, bioengineered treatments are particularly effective in enhancing riparian corridors. Addition-

ally, these treatments can be used in areas where heavy equipment cannot access and result in decreased site distur-

bance. On the other hand, a drawback of bioengineering treatments is the requirement of a significant amount of man-

ual labor. 

 
- Pam Elkovich, Trout Unlimited Boise River Restoration Coordinator 

53 People attended the Bioengineering Workshop in the Fall of 2011 
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Charming Hemingway chapter’s John Ashton, left and TU Life Member 
Loren Albright keeps everyone smiling and upbeat amidst all the hard work, 

right. 

Revetments, Willow Barbs, and Brush Mattress installed, left and Dr. Rick Williams, American Fisheries Society, 
right.  
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Reed Gillespie Chapter Update 
 

 

The Reed Gillespie Chapter continued their work on Boulder Creek this year and is pleased to report that improve-

ment is slowly but steadily occurring. In partnership with the local Soil Conservation District, the chapter started 

work on an additional ½ mile of Boulder Creek restoration with a local rancher. Cascade High School students 

helped plant shrubs with the Idaho Fish and Game Volunteer Crew and Trout Unlimited volunteers. The Idaho Fish 

and Game Volunteer crew is instrumental in our efforts to work on watershed improvement projects and we greatly 

enjoy the opportunity to work with Mary Dudley, Michael Young and their dedicated volunteers. 

Trout in the Classroom continues at our local elementary schools with mentoring provided by Don Newberry, Caleb 

Zurstadt and Gina Bonaminio. Our chapter continues to support Donnelly Elementary School 5th graders and their 

investigation of Boulder Creek. TU chapter member and IDFG fisheries biologist Kim Apperson ran a snorkel sur-

vey workshop for the Donnelly 5th graders, which they loved.  Other chapter members assisted with project partner 

coordination and grant writing. 

 

The Donnelly 5th grade is presented the results of their Boulder Creek study at the Idaho Chapter of the American 

Fisheries Society meeting this past March in poster form. TU volunteers assisted the class with development of their 

poster. 

 

In addition, the Reed Gillespie Chapter received an Embrace-A-Stream Grant to work on a restoration project in the 

Little Salmon River watershed. 

 

Finally, our chapter contributed to the development of a Stream Care Handbook for the North Fork Payette River as 

well as Little Weiser River. This was based on a similar booklet that Beth Waterbury from Idaho Fish and Game did 

for the Salmon River in the Challis area. 

Reed Gillespie Chapter getting kids involved in the outdoors 
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Pierce Creek Project To Augment South Fork Boise Fishery 
 

 

A brighter future is being secured for the South Fork Boise River, southwest Idaho’s premiere blue ribbon wild trout 

fishery, thanks in large part to the Ted Trueblood Chapter. In November 2011 the Pierce Creek culvert that once 

blocked fish passage was replaced with a full-sized metal bridge. Removing the impassable culvert will provide wild 

trout access to two miles of additional spawning and rearing habitat of this tributary to the South Fork. 

 

Pierce Creek is one of several small streams flowing into the South Fork near the Danskin Bridge. Back in the 1970's, 

Pierce Creek's wooden bridge failed, as local legend has it, and was replaced by a metal culvert. Stream downcutting 

below the culvert eventually inhibited fish passage. Fish and Game biologists had once documented trout successfully 

spawning above the old bridge. 

 

Chapter President Chris Jones and Boise TU staffer Pam Elkovich teamed up for multiple meetings with the Elmore 

County Commissioners and the Mountain Home Highway District (managers of the South Fork road). It's a great testa-

ment to the TU duo's negotiation skills, as they soon gained the Highway District's and Commission's mutual trust and 

in turn became advocates for the culvert replacement project. The Commissioners eventually signed off on culvert re-

placement, therefore allowing the bridge project to move forward!   

 

Negotiations, planning and fundraising culminated over eighteen months of effort. The Chapter bought the steel bridge 

and paid for the engineering, planning, site preparation and installation while amassing a bill totaling more than 

$123,000.  

 

Funding came from a myriad of sources. A large share came from the Southwest Idaho Resource Advisory Committee 

(RAC monies) secured, again, by the relentless efforts of Elkovich and Jones.  Furthermore, the chapter's first annual 

fly casting tournament held in May 2011 raised nearly $10,000!  Truly this is a testimony of local anglers and generous 

sponsors recognizing the value of the South Fork fishery. And lastly, an Embrace-A-Stream Grant prepared by Jeff 

Barney garnered another $7,000 to help restore and reconnect Pierce Creek. 

 

The Idaho Department of Fish and Game were likewise early supporters of the culvert replacement project. Biologists 

Jeff Dillon and Art Butts recognized the value of reconnecting tributaries to the South Fork Boise as a way to bring 

more habitat diversity and increase spawning habitat within the South Fork corridor. In fact, IDFG's study of the tribu-

taries demonstrated that Pierce Creek held one of the highest potentials and most feasible opportunities for reconnectiv-

ity consideration.  

 

Casey Watson, Fisheries Biologist on the Mountain Home Ranger District, was charged with clearing stream debris 

and relocating fish prior to construction commencement. To Casey's surprise he relocated fifty juvenile rainbow trout 

that had taken refuge immediately below the culvert! Casey noted that Pierce Creek is also spring fed, thus providing 

cooler waters and excellent spawning and rearing habitat upstream of the road. Moreover, the creek has no diversions 

and will soon provide additional habitat for South Fork trout once again. 

 

This project truly represented a defining moment for the Trueblood Chapter. Their team effort approach and resource-

fulness really paid off. “One result of the project that was not anticipated was what this project provided to people,” 

says Pam Elkovich. “Our membership and board can feel the pride of being a part of another large conservation pro-

ject. Everyone's hard work, dedication to our resource and coming together made this project happen.”       

  
- Chris Jones and Pam Elkovich 
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Snake River Cutthroats 2011 Conservation Efforts -  

Amonson Ranch Little Springs Project and Grays Lake Outlet Project 
 

The Snake River Cutthroat Chapter of Trout Unlimited worked on two major conservation projects in 2011. The first, a fencing 

project on the Amonson Ranch at Leadore, Idaho saw the completion of a project begun in 2006 by then Cutthroat President Karl 

Amonson to protect critical riparian areas. The April 30th project also marked the 23rd consecutive year for the Cutthroats work-

ing on projects in the Salmon River drainage. Volunteers built 3,000 feet of jack fence to protect 1,500 feet of restoration work 

on Little Springs Creek. This is prime spawning habitat for salmon coming up the Lemhi River. While the calendar indicated 

spring, the weather did not. Almost 40 volunteers participated, with most of them belonging to the Cutthroats chapter.  In addi-

tion to time spent building the fence (266 hours) and mileage (5,400 vehicle miles), volunteers also provided hand tools, drills, 

portable generators, and 4-wheelers. Jerry Meyers, Trout Unlimited’s Upper Salmon Project Manager, was the overall project 

lead. Other partners who contributed included the Idaho Fish and Game Department, the Nature Conservancy, and the Shoshone-

Bannock tribes. 

 

The second major conservation project was a willow planting on Gray’s Lake Outlet (Lawrence property) on June 11th. This 

project was coordinated by Matt Woodard of Trout Unlimited, the Idaho Fish and Game Department, and Lee Maybe, fisheries 

biologist with the Caribou-Targhee National Forest. In addition to members of the Snake River Cutthroats, the project also in-

volved a local Boy Scout Troop. The Cutthroats provided 98 volunteer hours. 

 

One last effort in 2011 was 100 hours of volunteer time spent helping Matt Woodard clean five fish screens on Rainey Creek. 

While the screens that keep fish from being diverted into irrigation ditches are self cleaning, debris does accumulate and needs to 

be removed periodically. This freed up Matt’s time to focus on the Blackfoot River. 

 

The Snake River Cutthroats are a very active chapter in terms of conservation projects and fund-raising efforts. An example of 

this is the East Idaho Fly Tying and Fly Fishing Expo held in Idaho Falls in April for the past 19 years. In 2011 the Cutthroats 

raised $17,410 for conservation, including $13,000 for Trout Unlimited’s Rainey Creek Project. Over the past 8 years, the Cut-

throats have raised over $187,000 for conservation. 

Little Springs Creek Fencing - April, 2011 Grays Lake Outlet Willow Planting - June, 2011 
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Top -  (1) Ed Northen and friend 
on the Big Wood River. (2) Salmon 
River steelhead, Ed Northen photo.  
Middle - (1) Greg McReynolds with 

a Bear River rainbow, Chris Hunt 
photo. (2) Ed Northen fishing a 

high mountain lake, Carmen 
Northen photo. (3) Big Lost River 

rainbow, Chad Chorney photo.  
Bottom - Nice rainbow trout get-

ting ready to spawn, Chad Chorney 
photo. 

Images of  Idaho... 
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Western Idaho: 

1. Boise River - Treasure Valley CAMP 

Council President Chris Jones, with the assistance of Water Project attorney Peter Anderson, helped draft the Treasure Valley 

Comprehensive Aquifer Plan (TV CAMP). TU was instrumental in developing the broad outline of the plan that has as its heart a 

focus on the “3 Ms” - monitoring, measuring and modeling the aquifer over the next 50 years, and was able to prevent any policy 

that called for new surface storage. TU supported studying new water supply options, which includes studying surface water stor-

age options, but only in the context of comprehensive studies that examined all supply options. Finally, TU was also able to get a 

statement inserted in the plan that supported efforts to voluntarily prevent the entrainment of fish in the Valley’s water diversions. 

 

Southern Idaho: 

2. Wood River Flows below Magic Reservoir 

TU’s conservation partner the Wood River Land Trust announced in the Fall of 2011 the it had struck an innovative deal with the 

Big Wood Canal Company to begin releasing instream flow water from the Magic Reservoir into the lower Big Wood River chan-

nel. TU staff counsel participated in the development of this project when the Land Trust was first formulating its proposal with the 

Canal Company by suggesting water right mechanisms for the streamflow releases. With its local contacts and the hard work of its 

executive director, Scott Boettger, the Land Trust took it from there and was able to develop the relationship with the Canal Com-

pany and put the deal together for this project. Although the Water Project only worked on this project during its conceptual 

phases, it illustrates how the Idaho Water Project can leverage its unique resources by assisting local conservation partners with 

important water transactions, even if TU is not the lead partner. 

 

Central Idaho: 

 3. Lemhi River  - Little Springs Creek Restoration – “Build it and they will come”     

Working with The Nature Conservancy and thoughtful ranchers, TU has restored two miles of Little Springs Creek, a hidden gem 

with some of the most ideal spawning and rearing habitat in the Lemhi River for salmon and steelhead.  The first restoration pro-

ject on the creek, completed in December 2009, had a surprising return of spawning steelhead in spring 2011. This also opened up 

the door to a series of restoration projects on the important tributary to the upper Lemhi River. In 2012, TU will rebuild another 

5,000 ft of spring channel, enhancing and protecting the headwater reach of Little Springs Creek. With the help of community vol-

unteers and the Snake River Cutthroats TU chapter (Idaho Falls), TU has energetically provided the manpower to build over 7,000 

feet of fence on the Upper Lemhi River in the past 3 years.    

 

Lemhi River Restoration  

The lower Lemhi River lacks vital pool habitat for migrating and rearing salmon. TU rebuilt pools and riparian habitat on the 

Lower Lemhi channel where rip-rap and dikes have been used to the detriment of the river for years. TU’s Lower Lemhi Multi 

Landowner project used large cottonwood root wads to stabilize a Lemhi River stream bank that has eroded so much it has taken 

out the road next to the river.  

  

TU also completed a complex reconnect and restoration project on Wimpey Creek, which removed a diversion that was a barrier 

and installed weirs, stream bed elevation controls, stemmed rootwads and a steel head box to reconnect more than 4 miles of Wim-

pey Creek, a tributary to the lower Lemhi River.  

 

4. Little Lost River -Sawmill Creek, Little Lost River – Building barriers 

Sawmill Canyon, in the Little Lost River Drainage, is a major stronghold for ESA-listed bull trout. In fact, Sawmill Creek and its 

tributaries contain some of the highest densities of bull trout in the species range. The Sawmill Creek watershed has approximately 

95% of the bull trout found in the Little Lost River basin. Habitat impacts associated with livestock grazing and a large wildfire 

appear to have increased stream temperatures within Sawmill Canyon allowing brook trout to expand upstream into the drainage.  

Luckily, a fallen log created a small natural barrier that historically blocked upstream migration of brook trout, preventing brook 

trout from replacing bull trout in Sawmill Canyon. While brook trout are able to jump vertical barriers, they either could not or 

would not pass the log barrier. However, radio tagged bull trout, which are stronger jumpers than brook trout, have passed the bar-

rier to spawn in upstream tributaries.   

Idaho Water Project 2011 Water Progress Report - 

 Protect, Reconnect, Restore, Sustain 
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Photo by Chad Chorney 

During the high water year of 2006, the natural log barrier washed out and subsequent monitoring documented that brook trout 

were expanding their range upstream. This is particularly a problem given that bull trout and brook trout hybridize. Managers rec-

ognized the potential impact of introduced brook trout on bull trout populations in this area. Concerns over the potential for brook 

trout to replace bull trout in this area led the Little Lost River Bull Trout Recovery Team, a collaborative group of managers 

working to protect and restore bull trout in the Little Lost River basin, to recommend placing a weir in Sawmill Creek below Iron 

Creek. TU installed the weir in the fall, 2011, which allows for the upstream passage of migratory bull trout but prevents the up-

stream passage of brook trout. Managers hope that this weir, coupled with selective removal of brook trout and brook trout x bull 

trout hybrids, will prevent brook trout from adversely impacting bull trout in the Sawmill Canyon sub-watershed upstream of the 

weir.  

 

Eastern Idaho: 

5.  Henry’s Fork of the Snake River 

Protecting Eastern Idaho’s Rivers from additional dams – the Henry’s Fork Basin Study  
An ongoing water study that began in 2010 was studying additional sites for surface water storage and new dams on the Henry’s 

Fork of the Snake River, Fall River, and Teton River. Through TU’s perseverance with state and federal agencies, the Henry’s 

Fork Basin Study was expanded to include nonstructural water management alternatives such as aquifer recharge, conservation, 

and optimization. Currently the Bureau of Reclamation is completing a “reconnaissance level study” on fifteen alternatives, which 

is looking at general water savings and supply, economics, and fatal flaws of each of the options. In 2012, the study will include 

an “appraisal level study” to take a deeper look at the most viable of water alternatives. The good news:  Governor Otter, after 

years of pushing for the rebuild of Teton Dam, was quoted on January 25, 2012, as saying that this alternative was “problematic.” 

 

6.  Teton River:  Increased seasonal flows in the Lower Teton River at the confluence with the Henry’s Fork 

As flows dropped in August 2011, TU worked with Fremont Madison Irrigation District to dramatically increase flows for the 

remainder of the irrigation season, rewatering approximately 5 miles of the lower Teton River to its confluence with the Henry’s 

Fork. While the North Fork of the Teton River is difficult to access, the lower river is home to sizeable brown and cutthroat trout, 

supposedly due to an influx of nutrients from the Henry’s Fork’s Crosscut Canal. The North Fork is historically turned off mid-

irrigation season to deliver water to senior water rights holders on the South Fork of the Teton River. TU and the Henry’s Fork 

Foundation are working with water managers to develop a strategy that can protect flows in this segment year round. Changing 

delivery, often termed “systems optimization,” can be implemented immediately and provide ample irrigation water while meet-

ing fisheries needs.   

Trout Unlimited  
efforts throughout the 

state of Idaho 



Page  16 IDAHO TROUT 

Southeast Idaho: 

7.  Bear River - Bear River Narrows Dam Proposal 

TU continued its hard fight against the proposed Bear River Narrows dam during 2011. Idaho Water Project attorney Peter Ander-

son and Watersheds Restoration Director Warren Colyer led the charge with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. Several 

sets of TU comments were filed in response to the flawed fisheries studies performed by the dam’s proponent, the Twin Lakes Ca-

nal Company. TU also tore into the draft license application filed by the Canal Company in September 2011. TU’s comments, 

along with those from PacifiCorp, our many conservation partners, and state and federal agencies, bore some fruit with FERC, as it 

noted in its comments regarding the fisheries studies and DLA that both were unacceptable. In any event, the fight for Bear River 

Bonneville cutthroat trout in front of FERC will continue in 2012. 

 

TU is also preparing to fight the water right application for the dam. TU has good partners in this fight with, among others, Pacifi-

Corp, the Greater Yellowstone Coalition and the Franklin County Fish and Game Association. Whatever the outcome, TU has indi-

cated to the Canal Company that TU will never agree to the dam, but stand ready to assist them in good faith with water supply 

solutions that don’t involve damming the Bear River. 

 

8.  Blackfoot River 

TU expanded programs into the Blackfoot River Drainage, and will begin its first restoration projects in 2012 to benefit Yellow-

stone cutthroat trout. Matt Woodard with the from the Watersheds program is now working in the Blackfoot to identify restoration 

and reconnect projects in the upper Blackfoot. TU is also working with the State and landowners to identify potential water trans-

actions in the lower Blackfoot River. 
 

Looking Ahead – 2012 and the Idaho Water Project 
 

9. Yankee Fork: Over the last two years, TU helped the Bureau of Reclamation complete a scientific assessment of the Yankee 

Fork of the Salmon River, which identified key reaches for stream flow and habitat restoration. As a result, TU recently agreed to 

coordinate two complex restoration projects with JR Simplot Corporation, using planning and design funds from the Bureau of 

Reclamation and implementation funds from Bonneville Power Administration. This will be the first abandoned mine restoration 

effort of its kind in the Yankee Fork, which has been identified as a top priority for restoration in the Biological Opinion for the 

recovery of Chinook salmon and steelhead.   

 

10.  Reconnecting Big Creek to the Pahsimeroi River:  TU is partnering with agencies, TNC, Custer County, and conservation-

minded ranchers to reconnect Big Creek with the Upper Pahsimeroi River. With a rancher willing to leave water in the creek to re-

establish natural channel and Idaho Department of Water Resources enforcing Idaho water law, TU will be working over the next 

decade to re-establish natural channel, coordinate culvert removals, water leases, water management and delivery improvements.  

Bull trout and Westslope cutthroat will also benefit by expanding habitat into the downstream natural reaches that were historically 

been dewatered by diversions for up to 11 months of the year. This project is also important to all players working on salmon re-

covery efforts because Big Creek will provide water to the upper Pahsimeroi River where salmon spawning and rearing has been 

absent for a century.   

 

11. Protecting priority Snake River watersheds from unwise water development:  Irrigators, the State of Idaho, along with the 

Army Corps of Engineers and the Bureau of Reclamation, have three large storage proposals currently in study and application 

phases, each within critical habitats for native coldwater fish.  In addition, a series of applications for off-channel hydroelectric 

development and aquifer recharge  would potentially dry up the entire Snake River for more than three miles north of Idaho Falls.  

TU is engaged in these proposals and will continue to advocate for smart water development that meets growing energy demands 

while protecting, and potentially enhancing fish habitat in the Snake River and its tributaries.   

Teton River 

Idaho Water Project 2011 Water Progress Report - 

 Protect, Reconnect, Restore, Sustain 
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Restoration and Reconnect Projects in the Portneuf and Wood River basins:   

TU recently hired Southern Idaho Project Manager Chad Chorney to work in the Portneuf and Wood River Basins, along with 

other areas along Idaho’s Snake River. The Portneuf was identified as a priority watershed to protect native Yellowstone cutthroat 

trout populations. The Portneuf River also runs through the City of Pocatello, which passed a bond with TU’s help to secure $5 

million for instream flow projects, for which TU hopes to initiate and promote beneficial transactions.  

 

Adopt a Trout:   

In 2012, TU plans to launch a new Adopt a Trout Program in The Wood River Valley. The purpose of the AaT program is multi-

faceted:  It will help to educate local students about one of the most important resources in the valley – the Big Wood River.  It 

will teach children how the health of the Wood River Valley relies on a healthy watershed. The AaT program will provide a nexus 

that allows children to understand the interconnection between the river, wildlife, agriculture, fishing, and recreation.  Educating 

youth will help ensure the next generation has stewards to protect and improve on the work that is currently underway throughout 

the state to protect and restore Idaho’s watersheds.  In addition, the tagging will help TU, fish and wildlife agencies, and other 

conservation organizations understand general movement patterns of fish within the Big Wood River watershed, document the 

extent to which movement is inhibited by in-channel structures, and determine the extent to which fish are entrained in irrigation 

diversions. This information can help direct efforts by TU, Idaho Department of Fish and Game, and other conservation organiza-

tions to keep the Wood River healthy for people, fish, and wildlife.   

 

Drift Boat on the Salmon River 

Upper Salmon Project Manager Jerry 
Myers checking out a steelhead redd in 

the newly restored section of Little 
Springs Creek, Lemhi River 
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Panhandle Chapter Notes 
 

At November's annual meeting, the Panhandle TU chapter adopted new by-laws and elected new officers and a board 

of directors for the coming year. Don Childress will assume the president's duties while Gary Robertson will serve as 

Secretary. Prior to the meeting, the membership was treated to an informative slide presentation by Don Childress enti-

tled “Self-guided Alaska.” 

 

The chapter has adopted a stance of attempting to increase the catch rate of westslope cutthroat 

in Lake Pend Oreille to one fish per hour. Greg Mauser chairs a committee having met several times with Idaho Fish 

and Game to brainstorm some of the possible methods that might be used to improve catch rates. As very little is 

known about cutthroat survival in the lake, a plan had been devised to study the situation. Cutthroat spawn in the lake's 

tributary streams and have a varied life history. One variety is adfluvial while another remains as stream residents 

throughout their life cycle. 

 

It was decided to begin with a study by pit tagging cutthroats, in conjunction with the ID Fish and Game project of 

electro-shocking and tagging bull trout. Data collected will inform biologists how many trout leave the tributary and 

how many return. This will be a multi-year project beginning in the fall of 2012. 

 

Several Panhandle members also met with the Kalispell Tribe fish biologists to explore ways the chapter might assist 

them in some of their projects. Likewise, the chapter is partnering with the Tri-State Water Quality Council and Big R 

Fly department to bring the Fly Fishing Film Tour to Sandpoint, Idaho on April 20, 2012. The show has been enthusi-

astically received everywhere it has played. 

 
- Don Childress 

Magic Valley Fly Fishers and the Magic Valley Ducktails Go Fishing 

 

The Magic Valley Ducktails, the youth club sponsored by the Magic Valley Fly Fishers, were able to take advantage 

of the warmer winter weather and go fishing. The February meeting was held at Rock Creek Park in Twin Falls, 

where the kids would be able to enjoy the outdoors and catch a few rainbow trout with the assistance of some MVFF 

members. The meeting was a great success as most of the kids who attended were able to hook a fish or two. Around 

a dozen members of the Ducktails kicked off the meeting with a nymph fishing demonstration by Chad Chorney, and 

followed that up with a few hours of fishing. MVFF members were on hand to help the kids learn to read the water, 

cast, mend, select the right fly, and hook and land fish. Seeing one of these kids beaming after catching a fish is one 

of the most rewarding things fly fishing has to offer. Be sure to take a kid fishing in the near future; you’ll probably 

have more fun than they do! 
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MVFF member Dennis Brauer 
with a Ducktail and her first trout! 

Magic Valley Ducktails get ready 
to hit the water 

MVFF member Chad Chorney conducts a 
nymph fishing demonstration on Rock Creek 
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Teton Valley Chapter Continues Restoration Work in 2012 

 
 

For the past six years, the Teton Valley chapter of Trout Unlimited (TVTU) has partnered with local organizations and property 

owners to provide substantial restoration work on streams within the Teton River watershed. Throughout the Teton River drainage, 

loss of habitat from sedimentation has significantly impacted Yellowstone cutthroat populations. IDFG surveys from 1999 and 

2003 indicated as high as a 95% decline in Teton River cutthroat numbers. 

 

Recently the chapter's positive efforts to reduce and control Teton River sedimentation have been recognized nationally by Trout 

Unlimited. Additionally, federal and state resource management agencies and the local community have noted the importance of 

the Teton Valley chapter's conservation work as critical to the sustainability of native Yellowstone cutthroat. 

 

The TVTU chapter's most recent projects have focused on Fox Creek and Trail Creek; two important spawning and nursery tribu-

taries for Yellowstone cutthroat. These projects removed sediment buildup from the streambeds and stabilized the creek banks by 

planting native riparian vegetation. 

 

In 2012 TVTU will continue restoration work by partnering with the Teton Regional Land Trust on another project along the main 

stem of the Teton River. With the assistance of a TU Embrace-A-Stream grant, this project hopes to restore riverbank and riparian 

habitat along a 1,200 foot long reach of the river. Project objectives include installing willow poles, trees, shrubs, and sod. These 

restoration efforts compliment recent changes in the property's management practices that involve wetland enhancements benefit-

ing the river's aquatic and riparian habitats. 

 

The successful completion of this project will increase protective cover for Yellowstone cutthroat and other native wildlife. By re-

ducing Teton River sediments, the project helps maintain more optimal stream temperatures for trout and generate additional ter-

restrial detritus. These stream improvements in turn increase the availability of macro-invertebrate prey for trout and other wildlife. 

 

-Boots Allen 

Trail Creek in the Teton Valley 
(Pre-Restoration by the TVTU) 



IDAHO TROUT Page  21 

Trail Creek in Teton Valley (Post-
Restoration by the TVTU) 

Carp are fish too! 
Trueblood and ITU 

Council member 
Andy Brunelle with 
the largest fish from 

CarpFest 2011 —
unfortunately the 

fish was caught just 
minutes after tour-
nament end time! 
Maybe next year, 

Andy... 
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Idaho TU Council and Chapters Lead the Way to Save the Yellowstone Cutthroat 

Trout! 
 

 
As part of a coalition of national conservation organizations, John Ellsworth, Vice President of the Idaho Council of Trout 

Unlimited, is leading the Idaho TU effort to save the native Yellowstone cutthroat trout. The population of native Yellowstone 

cutthroat trout in Yellowstone Lake and its ecosystem is now reduced to less than 10% of its historic numbers primarily due to 

depredation by illegally introduced lake trout. There are literally hundreds of thousands of lake trout estimated in the system 

now, and each one consumes an average of 41 native Yellowstone cutthroat trout annually! 

 

When asked why it is important to save Yellowstone’s native fish, especially the Yellowstone cutthroat trout, Ellsworth re-

sponded, “Yellowstone is America’s first and most beloved National Park. The Congressional mandate of preserving the park’s 

natural systems while at the same time encouraging visitor use and enjoyment has been a daunting challenge.”  

 

Ellsworth added, “The native Yellowstone cutthroat trout, one of only three native fish species in the park along with west-slope 

cutthroat trout and fluvial arctic grayling, is key to the diet and survival of more than forty other species of animals.  Saving the 

Yellowstone cutthroats from extirpation by depredation from non-native lake trout in Yellowstone Lake and its ecosystem is a 

major priority for the National Park Service. “ 

 

Lake Trout Suppression by National Park Service 

 

The National Park Service has accelerated their lake trout suppression efforts by employing commercial gill and trap netting. 

Telemetry tagging and tracking of lake trout in Yellowstone Lake, begun in summer 2011 and planned to continue for several 

years, is expensive but necessary to determine lake trout movements (for gill and trap netting) and spawning beds’ locations (for 

destroying the eggs).  

 

There are several options for individual and group donations to help support the effort to conserve native fish and save the native 

Yellowstone cutthroat trout in our nation’s first and most beloved National Park (see below).  

 

Idaho TU Partnering in National Conservation Coalition 

 

Under a proposed Memorandum of Understanding with Yellowstone National Park, a conservation coalition team of representa-

tives from Trout Unlimited (ID, WY, and MT Councils and chapters as well as TU national), the National Parks Conservation 

Association, the US Geological Survey, and the Greater Yellowstone Coalition, is working to conserve the park’s native fish and 

save the Yellowstone cutthroat trout. This work is part of the TU National Leadership Council Western Native Trout Workgroup. 

 

The conservation coalition’s main goal is to raise funds to support Yellowstone National Park’s efforts to conserve native fish 

and save the Yellowstone cutthroat trout. Trout Unlimited Idaho Council and Chapters have raised significant funds already (see 

below), but much more are needed.  

 

Save the Yellowstone Cutthroats Road Show 

 

Ellsworth, and Darryl Kuhrt, have been touring Idaho giving the presentation “Save the Yellowstone Cutthroats!”  Venues have 

included the Idaho state Council meeting in McCall last October as well as individual meetings at each Idaho TU chapter.  
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The presentation describes: 

 The critical nature of the Yellowstone National Park native fish conservation challenge 

 The options for suppressing the lake trout population in Yellowstone Lake and thus restoring the Yellowstone cutthroat trout 

population to sustainable levels 

 What has been accomplished thus far in achieving success and what needs to be accomplished in the immediate, short, and 

long-terms 

 How conservationists, anglers, and the general public can help this critical conservation effort succeed 

 

Save the Yellowstone Cutthroats Fund Raising Goals 

 

The conservation coalition is dedicated to raising at least $85,000 by April 1, 2012 in order to purchase the necessary equipment 

to continue the telemetry study for another year at a “bare bones” research level.  In order to achieve a “best case” research effort 

and results, the total needed very soon thereafter is $180,000. As of this writing, February 20, 2012, just over $50,000 has been 

raised by the conservation coalition. Here’s the breakdown of exactly what the money is needed for: 

 

Current number of standard hydro-acoustic telemetry tags implanted: 141 

Current number of telemetry receivers deployed: 40 

(Note: Many of these are on loan from the US Geological Survey and may be recalled at any time) 

Current number of depth-recording hydro-acoustic tags implanted: 0 

 

April 1, 2012 Fund Raising Goal is $85,000 for acquisition of: 

100 standard hydro-acoustic telemetry tags @$400 each 

50 depth-recording hydro-acoustic telemetry tags @ $700 each 

Additional $10,000 in supplies 

 

Three-year Fund Raising Goal is $181,000 for acquisition of: 

All of the above, plus: 

60 more standard hydro-acoustic telemetry tags @ $400 each 

40 new telemetry receivers @ $1,400 each 

Additional $15,000 in supplies 

 

Suggested Donation Levels 

 

First, please keep in mind that ANY donation amount will help save the Yellowstone cutthroats and is greatly appreciated!  

 

If you are interested in donating toward the purchase of a specific piece of the needed telemetry equipment, here are the costs: 

 

$400 buys one standard hydro-acoustic telemetry tag 

$700 buys one depth-recording hydro-acoustic telemetry tag 

$1,400 buys one hydro-acoustic telemetry signal receiver 

 

How to Donate to Help Save the Yellowstone Cutthroats! 
 

Send a check (write “Save the Yellowstone Cutthroats!” in the check memo line): 

Idaho Council of Trout Unlimited 

P.O. Box 1971 

Boise, ID 83701 

 

Or, donate online with a credit card or PayPal: 

www.IdahoTrout.org 
            Continued on next page... 

http://www.idahotrout.org/
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Save Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout (continued)... 
 

 

Fund Raising Successes! 

 

As of this writing, the Idaho Council and Chapters have raised over $7,000! 

 

Idaho State Council Board: $1,000 

Hemingway Chapter Board: $500 

Magic Valley Fly Fishers Board: $1,000 

Panhandle Chapter Board: $500 

Snake River Cutthroats Board: $500 

Southeast Idaho Fly Fishers Board: $1,500 

Ted Trueblood Chapter Board: $500 

Teton Valley Chapter Board: $500 

General donations from TU and FFF members and the general public: $1,189 

TOTAL Funds Raised as of Feb. 17, 2012: $7,189! 

 

In addition, the Federation of Fly Fishers national Conservation Committee, chaired by Dr. Rick Williams in Boise, has raised 

more than $2,500 toward the goal! 

 

Boards Match Challenge 

 

John Ellsworth, VP of TU Idaho Council has issued a challenge to all Idaho TU Council and Chapters’ Board members to make a 

personal donation.  Challenge levels are “Partner” at $35 (the price of a season fishing permit in Yellowstone National Park), and 

“Guardian” at $100. Anyone donating more than $100 will be considered “Awesome!” 

 

Online Tracking of Lake Trout “Judas Fish” 

 

Efforts are underway to develop an online near-real-time website where you can follow the movements of individual lake trout in 

Yellowstone Lake, courtesy of the US Geological Survey!  Donors will be able to decide “that one’s MY lake trout Judas fish!’” 

and watch as it reveals its position to the gill and trap netters and shows us where the spawning beds lie so that the eggs can be de-

stroyed, thus suppressing the lake trout and helping the native Yellowstone cutthroat trout survive and thrive!   

 

Further Information 

 

If you would like more information about the effort to Save the Yellowstone Cutthroats!  You may email John Ellsworth at 

johnsworth123@yahoo.com, and visit these websites: 

 

http://www.idahotrout.org/ 

 

http://news.idahotrout.org/post/14482591226/conserving-native-fish-and-saving-the-yellowstone 

 

http://www.tu.org/node/4353 
 

 

- John C. Ellsworth, PLA and Vice-President Idaho Council of Trout Unlimited 

mailto:johnsworth123@yahoo.com
http://www.idahotrout.org/
http://news.idahotrout.org/post/14482591226/conserving-native-fish-and-saving-the-yellowstone
http://www.tu.org/node/4353
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Teton Valley Fly Tiers Prep for 2012 
 

Nestled between the Teton and Big Hole ranges in eastern Idaho, Teton Valley is about as centrally located as a fly 

fisher can be. Anglers are within an hour’s drive of the Henry’s Fork, the South Fork of the Snake River, and the up-

per Snake River in Wyoming. As a bonus, the Teton River flows right down the center of the valley.   

 

The previous season’s fishing serves as inspiration for the following winter, when local fly tiers take an evening break 

from the world class skiing to concentrate on creations for the coming spring and summer. Here are three of the best, 

coming from the vises of Teton Valley tiers.  They work on our local waters and may work on yours as well. 

 

Tequilley    

Fly type: Streamer/Wet Attractor 

Created by Kim Keeley, circa 1996 

Hook: Dai-Riki 710 or equivalent, size 2-8 

Thread: Black or gold 3/0 monocord 

Tail: Yellow and Black Marabou 

Body:  Long Flash chenille, root beer or red color 

Legs: Medium yellow rubber 

Weight: Brass or tungsten bead to match hook 

 

Kasey’s Creature 

Fly Type: Stonefly/Attractor 

Created by Kasey Collins, circa 2004 

Hook: Mustad size 8 standard dry fly hook 

Thread: Danville 210, tan 

Belly: Orange or gold ice dubbing 

Underbody: Tan 2mm closed cell foam 

Overbody: Brown 2mm closed cell foam 

Legs: Barred Centipede legs (for durability) or Sillilegs 

Wing: Light tan Razor Foam 

Eyes: 3 mm doll eyes, white 

Antennae and Cerci: Same as legs  

 

RW’s Chamois Caddis 
Fly type: Caddis pupa/larva 

Created by Rob Waters, circa 2001 

Hook: Mustad 9672 or equivalent, size 6-10 

Thread: Black or cream 6/0 monocord 

Body: Doubled strip of cream colored chamois  

Legs: Grizzly hackle fibers or pheasant tail fibers 

Thorax: Peacock herl 

Head: Gold or brass bead for larva; peacock herl for 

pupa; or combination 

 
- Boots Allen 
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Photo by Chad Chorney R. Chad Chorney Photo 

4/20/2012  

 19th Annual Fly Tying Expo  – Shilo Inn Hotel and Convention Center, Idaho Falls, ID on Friday April 20 and Sat-

urday April 21, 2012.  For expo information, workshop registration and ticket packages, go online 

  http://www.srcexpo.com/ or contact Jimmy’s All Season Angler at (208) 524-7160. 

 

4/28/2012  

 Idaho Falls Earth Day Celebration  –  Plan now to attend the annual Earth Day celebration on Saturday, April 28, 

2012 from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm at the Tautphaus Park Zoo and Hockey Shelter. Enjoy a day of live music, conserva-

tion education, games, crafts and displays by local clubs and organizations. Zoo admission will be free for children 12 

and under, with a paying adult and a can of food for the Idaho Falls Food Bank or one of the recyclable items listed at 

right. 

 

5/15/2012  

 Idaho Water Project Staff Field Trip  – Kim and the gang will visit project sites, including:     touring Yankee Fork, 

the Pahsimeroi, Lemhi and Big Creek projects.  This is planned for Wednesday May16 through Friday May 18, 2012.  

 

5/19/2012  

 Snake River Cutthroats Weekend Fencing – Volunteer Opportunity  – Hayden Creek, Leadore, ID on Saturday 

May 19, 2012 -- for more information and directions, contact Jerry Myers or call (208) 394-2111. 

 

6/8-6/9/2012  

 TU’s Western Regional Meeting in Sun Valley, ID - Please join us on June 8th and 9th in Sun Valley, ID for a few 

days of conservation and camaraderie in shared commitment to TU's mission and vision, ensuring the future of healthy 

fisheries...and the sport you love. TU's Western Regional Meetings are unique opportunities for you to experience the 

wide range of everything TU does in the West. Whether you are new to TU or have been with us for years, join us for 

your chance to explore what it truly means to be a member of America's leading coldwater conservation organization.  

Register today for the Western Regional Meeting. 

 

8/11/2012 

 Lost River Sportsmen’s Show – Join us for our annual event on Saturday August 11, 2012 in Arco, Idaho from 

11:00 am – 4:30 pm.  For more information contact Jackie Harwood or call Steve Cote at (208) 527-3975 or Chuck 

McKee at (208) 527-2646. 

 

9/13/2012  

 Trout Unlimited Annual Meeting - Asheville, NC - September 13-16, 2012  – Each year, TU members gather to set 

the direction for the organization in the coming year. Chris Wood, TU's President and CEO, kicks off the meeting with 

the "State of TU" address, which is followed by the highly-anticipated awards luncheon where TU bestows awards in 

recognition of the outstanding achievements of its members, chapters, and councils that best have embodied the spirit 

of TU, and the contributions and accomplishments of individuals and groups outside the organization that have demon-

strated significant leadership and success in the world of coldwater conservation. The event is also for the annual busi-

ness meetings of the National Leadership Council (NLC) and council chairs, NLC workgroup meetings, and work-

shops to provide ideas on how councils and chapters can successfully tackle tough conservation challenges in their 

area. The meeting concludes with a banquet, at which the Mortensen Award, TU's highest honor for an individual, is 

presented. Other featured activities include hosted fishing trips, conservation tour, and barbeque. This meeting is open 

to all TU members and their spouses. For more information please check our website www.tu.org or contact Nancy 

Bradley.   

 

http://www.srcexpo.com/
mailto:jmyers@tu.org
http://www.mmsend6.com/link.cfm?r=769166886&sid=18456737&m=1900797&u=TROUT&j=9809183&s=https://www.tumembership.org/events/west_regional_meeting
mailto:jharwood@ida.net
http://www.tu.org
mailto:nbradley@tu.org
mailto:nbradley@tu.org


Would you like to continue receiving Idaho Trout ? 
To help keep expenses reasonable, we would like to distribute this newsletter electronically as much as possible.  Please 

help us by e-mailing your e-mail address to schristensen@tu.org.  These addresses will not be distributed or used for pur-

poses other than distributing ITU information to you.   

 

Thank you for your help. 

Photo by Chad Chorney 
Photo by Chad Chorney 
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Helen Neville – Research Scientist, hneville@tu.org 

Seth Wenger – Staff Scientist, swenger@tu.org 

  

IDAHO FALLS OFFICE 

151 N. Ridge Avenue 

Suite 120 

Idaho Falls, ID 83402 

(208) 552-0891 – Telephone 

(208) 552-0899 – Fax 

  

Nancy Bradley – National Events Manager, Ext. 711, nbradley@tu.org 

Sue Christensen – ID Water Project, Program Assistant, Ext. 717, schristensen@tu.org 

Chris Hunt – National Director of Communications, Ext. 714, chunt@tu.org 

Rhonda O’Shea – National Events Assistant, Ext. 716, ro’shea@tu.org 

Kim Trotter – Director, ID Water Project, Ext. 712, ktrotter@tu.org 

Matt Woodard – Project Manager, South Fork Snake River, Ext. 713, mwoodard@tu.org 

 

POCATELLO OFFICE 

Pocatello, ID 83204 

(208) 690-9504 – Telephone / Fax / Cell 

 

Greg McReynolds – Public Lands Coordinator, gmcreynolds@tu.org 

 

POLLOCK OFFICE 

PO Box 249 

Pollock, ID 83547 

(208) 628-3990 – Telephone 

 

Scott Stouder – SCP Western Field Director, sstouder@hughes.net 

 

SALMON OFFICE 

194 Indian Creek Road 

North Fork, ID 83466 

(208) 394-2111 – Telephone 

(208) 394-2111 – Fax 

  

Jerry Myers – Upper Salmon Project Manager, jmyers@tu.org 

 

TWIN FALLS OFFICE 

348 Orcharlara Avenue 

Twin Falls, ID 83301 

(208) 420-4096 – Telephone / Fax / Cell 

 

Chad Chorney – Southern Idaho Project Manager, cchorney@tu.org 
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